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DEFENCE 


o THk 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 
Late Aſſembly at Exon, &c. 


T hath been ſo much a Faſhion with 
Mr. Peirce to cenſure the Conduct of 
other Perſons, that I can't be at all 
LEA ſurpriz'd at his Remarks ; but ſhould. 

© have wonder'd, if his known Temper 


Happineſs of being of the ſame Sen- 


timents. As the Caſe now ſtands, the World hath an 
undoubted Right to judge, whether what the Aſſem- 
bly have laid before it, is worthy to be communicated 


do it or no; if it be, the moſt won't, I believe, think 


the better of Mr. P. that he is pleas d to banter its Pub- 


lication, nor will this be thought by all any great Beauty 


of his Performance if it be not, =D 
The great ExpeQation that was rais'd by three times 


five and forty Hands, hath, I hope, been anſwer'd with 
a Proportionable Succeſs. What the Aſſembly ex- 
pected, I believe was, that the Reputation of Diffen- 


3 ters, 
£0 


in a true Light, 


4 AD ETENCE of the 


ters, and ef agg 66 their Miniſters, might appear 

and that ſome Check might be given 
to the Growth of Error. The moſt, I preſume, will 
have a better Opinion of us than they had before. 


Our Congregations will be ſatisfy'd, that we have not 


departed from the Ancient Faith; and the World muſt 


be convinc'd, that if Error ſhould ſpread, it hath no- 


thing like Countenance from us; and could we have had 
all our Brethren's Names to grace the Solemnity 
Mr. P. ſpeaks of, twould have done much to heal the 


melancholy Bfeaches that have been amongſt us: But 


Mr. P. tis likely, was willing, that ſome Notions 


" ſhould live and flouriſh, that others were as willin 
ſhould be extinguiſhed : But why ſhould it give Of- 
| fence, that we have publiſh'd three Liſts of Names? 


Or why muſt it be owing to an Affectation of Pomp, ot 


4 Deſire of {pinning out the Account, that this is done? 
Might it not be as well to ſhew the Unanimity of thoſe 


Miniſters that were preſent? (which 'tis probable would 


otherwiſe be call'd in 3 And might it not al- 
ſo be out of Regard to thoſe that 
Conſent in Faith we had no reaſon to doubt of, but yet 


were abſent, whoſe 


might heſitate about the Expediency of our Letter and 


Reſolution ? And we are not aſham'd to own, that 


ſome of our abſent Brethren were willing to excuſe 
themſelves as to this, who notwithſtanding are as zea- 
lous for the Doctrine of the Trinity, as any of the Sub- 


ecribets can pretend to be. And beſides, tis ſo mean 
a Pomp to hive our Names printed three times over, 
_ that there is hardly any Thing doth afflict us ſo much, 


as that there ſhould be Occaſion to print them at all. 


If any thing be N by the Aſſembly, that can't 
be defended ; twil 


| ] am ſatisfied, be as readily retra&-+ 

ed upon Conviction, as 'twas firſt publiſh'd. And had 
Mr. P. or any other, in order to ſuch Conviction, con- 
ſidered with any Calmneſs what the Aﬀembly have 
done, it would not, I am ſure, have given the leaſt 
Offence : But the World, I ſuppoſe, won't ſo eafily 


excuſe it; that Mr. P. ſhould treat a Body of Men, and 


ſuch a Body as our Aſſembly is known to be, with ſo 
much Severity and 8 And might not Mr. P. 
have publiſh'd his Thoughts, and yet obſerv'd the 
Rules of Kindncſs and common Decency ? I ſhall beg 

: | N the 


Proceedings at Ex ox. 5 
the Reader's leave to ſet before him in one entire View, 
ſome of the Uſage we have had from his unfriendly 
Pen, and let the World judge, whether we have had 
the Treatment of Men, or Chriſtians, of Miniſters, and 
thoſe that have adorn'd their Character as ſuch. 

„ And here to omit the many Charges of Inſince- 
« rity that are brought againſt us throughout the whole 
c Performance, we are repreſented as Perſons of an im- 
. pofing Spirit, and ſuch as have a Deſign to ruin the 
46 Fnaller Number that differ from us. We are re- 
40 preſented, as favouring a Popi ſh Inquifition, and as 
i thoſe, that by our Principles have ſet it up, and as 
c jmitating that vile Office, and its diſſembling Shams, 
« by our artful Proceedings. That tho' we pretend to 
e be the Succeſſors of the old Puritans, we proceed by 
de an Oath ex Offcio, and have been guilty of that which 
<« is baſe, and tyrannical. That tho' we ſolemnly dif- 
« claim a Juriſdiction over other Mens Conſciences, 
« we diſſemble herein. That the Deſign of all our 
Proceedings within Doors, is to fix an Odium upon 
ce all thoſe, that won't tamely ſubmit their Under. | 
« ſtandings to our preſcrib'd Declarations ; and that 
« the Managers without Doors, have uſed all the Art 
they are Maſters of, to blacken, and defame them. 
„That when we could not oppreſs them, by the Aſſi- 


«© ſtance of the Magiſtrate, we have endeavour'd to do 


4% it by the Power of the Mob; and that we, who have 
« thus procur'd them the Trial of Cruel Mockings, would 
“ not boggle much at getting them honour'd, with the 
Jvial of Scourgings; Yea, moreover, of Bonds, and Inpriſon- 
« ments, That the Chriſtian Methods we have here- 
tofore taken for the Recovery of thoſe that have been 
in Error, have been Reviling, e ſerrng 
“ ap an Inquiſition, and all the Ways of Injuſtice, and 
« Violence, that were in our Power. That we have 


__ 4. jmpos'd upon the Credulity of People, palmed groſs 


« Falſhoods upon the World, under the Atteſtation of 
« five and forty Hands; and that from a Diſtruſt of the 
Evidence we have for a Pretended Truth, we have * 
« ted all Pretence to Argument, and betaken our {elves 
eto a childiſh Way of Haranguing. That we hare 
s countenanced a Uſe of the Scriptures, that ſerves to 
ſtir up Mens Paſſions, without working AN 355 
| 5 „Nodes 


=: 


row Compaſs of 33 


6 DEINE of the | 
< Underſtandings. ' That the great Defigh of what we 
« have done, was to prejudice People againſt their Per- 


_ < ſons; and that declining to hear what they had to 
fſay, we prudently confider'd, that the wiſeſt Coutſe 
c was for Men to judge before they heard them, and 


« knew what they fay. That we worthily imitate the 
« Popiſh Uncharitableneſs, as well as their Plea for 
„ an implicite Faith. That tho* by fly Infinuations 
« we endeavour to have it believ'd, that they are de- 
««- parted from the Unity of the Faith; we make new 


«.. Articles of Faith our ſelves, and are Creed-makers, 
„ that ſupplant the Apoſtolical Doctrine. That by 


« our Proceedings, we have ſo ſerved the Cauſe of Po- 


. pery, that our Performance merits a new Edition at 


« Rome, rather than London. That we have reconi- 


* mended to the People an implicite Faith; that Ig- 
_ « norance is with us the Mother of Devotion; and that 
ve mduſtrioufly imitate the laudable Example of the 


« Romaniſts. That we have moſt gloriouſly patro- 


* niz'd the Authority of the Inquiſition, and that he 
can't imagine, that any Thing farther is wanting to 
« promote the Noble Cauſe of Perſecution, than that 
d the Parliament ſhould intruſt us with a ſecular Pow- 


« er, and that the Non-ſubſcribers are threatned with 


mn . 
Il I might have mention'd more to the ſame Purpoſe, 
which Mr. P. perhaps, mayn't think at all inconfiſtent 
with what he calls, Page 5th, his UnfaſSionable Charity: 


But to find ſuch a = of Scandal, and all in the nar- 

ages, does not ſeem ſo agree- 
able to Mr. P's good Senſe, or polite Education. 1 
appeal tothe World, whether the Aſſembly have done 


any Thing like this, to raiſe Mens Paſſions againſt 
Mr. P's Perſon, or againſt his Brethren. I appeal to 
Mr. P's Conſcience, whether his Defign in this black, 


and tragical Repreſentation, was not to render the Sub- 
ſcribers odious, and uſeleſs ; the very Thing that he 
complains of, in other Perſons. I don't wonder, that 


fuch Things are to be met with in the Celebrated Au- 
thor of Foxes and Firebrands, in the Countermine, and other 
ſuch ſcandalous Performances. Nor ſhould ] wonder, 


if a Body of Miniſters had been thus treated by a Dur- 


fey, or Dryden; by a Toland, or Tindal, &c. Twould 


have 


Proceedings at Exo x. 7 
have been no Surprize at all, if ſuch a Character of a 
Body of Miniſters had occur'd in the Writings of ſome 
furious Deiſt, that was an Enemy to the Miniſtry, both 


Name and Thing: But that Mr. P. who can't be ig- 
norant that we are Perſons of tolerable Senſe, and an un- 
exceptionable Sobriety ; that we are not (to ſay the 


leaſt) deſtitute of Miniſterial Abilities, and that here- 


tofore we have behav'd as Perſons of unqueſtionable In- 
tegrity; That Mr. P. I fay, who is himſelf a Preacher 


of the Goſpel of Peace, and very probably values him- 
ſelf upon being ſuch : That he ſhould paint us to the 
World, in ſuch ſtrong Colours of Infamy and Reproach, 
and that when he muſt have Reaſon to believe, that we 


acted according to our Conſciences. This Conduct, I 
confeſs, to me is pretty unaccountable ; and ſeems to 
| favour too much of that Spirit, that he ſo often con- 
demns in other Perſons. 


was! | can't believe, that Mr. P. had any Deſign to ſerve 


te Cauſe of Atheiſm, and Infidelity, or thoſe others 


that he knows to be our implacable Enemies, by re- 
= whom us to the World, in ſuch an offenſive Dreſs ; 


av, I 8 he won't ſo eaſily be able to forgive him 


ſelf for what he hath done in his cooler Thoughts. 


I ſhall be glad to find, that theſe Reproaches were the 


| Gallies of a ſudden Heat, and that he had no Intention 


to blaſt, and fink the Reputation of the forty five: 


But this, however, I believe, he muſt think, upon a 
ferious Review, that the Enemies of Religion will 


triumph in the Treatment that he hath given us, and 


| I can't but be grieved, that a Man of Mr. P's Cha- 


rafter, hath given them a Handle, tho' never ſo unde- 


 fignedly, fo to do. But I am come more cloſely to 


* 


eonſider why ſuch a heavy Charge is exhibited againſt 


the Aſſembly. 


And here, I obſerve, that Mr. P. is offended with | 


the Title that we give our Declaration, he blames the _ 


Aſſembly, P. 4. that they call their Declaration a Vol un- 
tary Declaration: But why ſhould any be diſpleas'd, that 
we call things by their Proper Names ? 1 am very 


| ſure, there was no Appearance of any Thing but Har- 


nony and Unanimity, of Zeal and Chearſulneſs, in this AE 
fair. I ſpeak it with Pleaſure, that there was no viſi- 
ble Symptom of ſuch a Reluctancy as Mr. P. Fpenks 

>» 2 1 e | | OL | 
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of. What Diſcoveries any may have made to him of 
their ſecret Sentiments, I can't ſay; nor what the Con- 
duct of any may have been at different Times, I don't 


underſtand; but my Charity, I confeſs, is ſo fa ſhion- 


able, that I muſt believe, they acted a ſincere Part, 


and like honeſt Men, till I ſee the contrary better 


prov'd. I can't imagine, that any of the Subſcribers 


thought that their Brethren were acted by a Spirit of 
Impoſition ; that any thought themſelves compell'd 
to ſubſcribe. And farther, I think they could cheer- 
fully ſubſcribe, without ſeeming. to concur in any De- 
ſign of Expofing their Brethren. 
Mr. P. to examine, Whether his unfaſhionable Charity 
_ doth not differ too much from the Faſhion of the Go- 
ſpel, to charge the Aſſem 
Grounds as he doth ? 


I leave it with 


bly with Infincerity upon ſuch 
Mr. P. ſuppoſeth, P. 4, 5. that becauſe the Aﬀem- 


bly have a conſiderable Influence, that ſome might be 
mov'd by worldly _ 
Conviction of the Reaſonableneſs or Goodneſs of the 
Action it ſelf ; i. e. in other Words, He ſuppoſeth, 
that ſome are Perſons of little or no Conſcience, and 
for Bread can turn themſelves into any Shape. On the 
contrary, I believe, that the Subſcribers are Men of 
better Principles. 
ſhould know, how much they did abhar the Arian 


e and Fear, and not by any 


That they were willing the World 


Scheme, and all thoſe Notions, that detract from the 
Honour of our Saviour and Sandtiſier. They were wil 
ling, as far as a Declaration would anſwer that End, ta 


prevent the Growth of thoſe Errors, that they thought 
to be dangerous; tho' Mr. P. doth not *. I can be 
ſure for my ſelf, that theſe were the Views that I 


went upon, and that without any Deſign to t ruin any, 
that could not be ſatisfy'd to do as I did ; and II ſee no 


Reaſon to ſuppoſe, but the Views of my Brethren were 


the ſame : Tis no Argument to the contrary, that the 


Aſſembly have a confiderable Influence. I am willing 


to believe with Mr. P. that they have, and can't but 


take this Occaſion to expreſs my Satisfaction, that 


6 — 
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* Vid. Mr. P's Animadverſions on the Proceedings at Sal- 
ters Hall. P. 21. | 5 r | 


our 
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our People don't think ſo meanly, or hardly of us, as 
Mr. P. doth. If our People had found us in our par- 
ticular Stations, as we are repreſented, they have too 
much Senſe, and too great a Regard to Religion, to 
be ſo eaſy, and pleaſed under our Miniſtry, as (bleſſed 
be God) we find them to be, And then, I can't but 
think, that as an Aſſembly, we muſt have loſt our 
Confidence with our People, if by a Conduct of ſo 
many Years, we had not 3 our ſelves to be 
Perſons of Integrity, and ſuch as have a juſt Regard to 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, x. 1 
I can't think ſo meanly of our People, as to ima- 
gine, that they pin their Faith upon our Sleeves: Nor 
can I ſuppoſe, that all the Influence our Aſſembly have, 
can recommend {ome Perſons to our Congregations; 
no not thoſe that, perhaps, would think it a Diſ- 
aragement if they ſhould not be thought abundantly 
bor to the reſt of their Brethren. And theſe juſt 
Antipathies to the New Scheme, Mr. P. knows they 
had taken up, before the Aſſembly interpos'd in that 
Affair. The Aſſembly ſaw no Reaſon to diſcourage, 
but rather to countenance theſe laudable Averſions, 
when they were ſo agreeable to their own Sentiments. 
ö And ſhould the ſeveral Members be ask'd, Whether 
they were voluntary in what they did ? I dare ſay, 
they would unanimouſly abhor the Charge that is 
5 brought againſt them, and own that they acted moſt 
| freely in what they did, both as to their Declaration, 
| and Reſolution : Nor do I know, that they have given 
the World any Occaſion to ſuſpect, that they are go- 
vern'd more by mercenary Views than other Men: 
Nor can I think, that any Thing that Mr. P. hath of- 
fer'd will bring any to imagine, that the Aſſembly 
| 2 in the leaſt, deviated from the Sincerity of the 
Ihe next Thing Mr. P. finds Fault with, P. 6. is, 
That we ſhould not uſe the ſame Words in the Title 
of the Declaration, and the Declaration it ſelf; and is 
much offended, that we ſhould with ſo much Afu- 
rance declare, That the Doctrine of the Trinity is re- 
veal'd in Scripture, and yet not cite one Text for it. 
I would fain know, what Air of Aſſurance there is, in 
ſaying, That we believe the B of the Ever 15 
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to A DEFENCE of the 


ſed Trinity, as expreſs'din the firſt Article of the Church 


of England, to be according to the Holy Scriptures ; 
could Mr. P. with all his Modeſty, have expreſs'd him- 
ſelf more inoffenfively, and with leſs Aſſurance than 


the Aſſembly do? Is there any Aſſurance in telling what 


I take to be the Senſe of the Sacred Scriptures ? Does 
not Mr. P. do the ſame 'Thing himfelf, every Lords- 


day? And wherein are the Affembly to be blam'd, 


that they don't enter into a laborious Proof of the 


Doctrine of the Trinity? Had this been their Deſign, 
they could not have been ata Loſs for Texts of Scrip- 


ture, which all the Art and Criticiſm of Dr. Clark, 
Mr. V biſton, Mr. Emlyn, &c. have not been able to 
explain away. We are not convinc'd by any Thing 
theſe Gentlemen have ſaid, or that Mr. P. hath thought 
fit to offer, but that the Scriptures are {till on our 
Side. And, if we think ſo, I can't ſee why we mayn't 


tell the World, without Offence, what our Thoughts 
are. This ſhews that our Faith is ſuch as we are not 


aſham'd to own; that we don't affect to be upon the 


Reſerve; and when the World knows what our Faith is, 
every one is at Liberty to diſprove it, if he is able. 


'Thar there is any Difference in the Title of our Decla- 


ration, and the Declaration it ſelf, is not owing, I am 


ſatisfy'd, to what Mr. P. ſuggeſts. For we are all per- 
ſwaded, I believe, that ſuch Things are aſcrib'd to our 


Bleſſed Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt, as can't be aſcri- 


bed to a Name, or Quality; nor yet to any but the Su- 
preme God: Nor ihould we have ſaid, That we be- 
lere the Doctrine of the Trinity, as expreſs'd in the 


firſt Article of the Church of England, to be accord. 


ing to the Scriptures, if we had not thought the Do- 
ctrine itſelf to be a Part of Scripture Revelation. 
In the next Paragraphs, P. 7, 8, 9. where Mr. P. 


comes to conſider the Declaration it ſelf; He ſpeaks 
like one reſolv'd to keep no farther Meaſures with the 


Aſſembly. As in other Parts of this warm Performance, 
we are repreſented as favouring a Popiſh Inquiſition ; 


and as thoſe that by our Principles have ſet it up: 
So here, we are repreſented, as © Thole that imitate 


&© that vile Office, and its diſſembling Shams, by our 
«© artful Proceedings; that like Popiſh Inquiſitors, we 


* ſet up for proceeding by an Oath ex Offcio, and 
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Proceedings at Ex Oo N. 11 
& that by our Reſolution, which is ſubſequent to our 


« Declaration, we have been guilty of that which is 


« baſe and tyrannical.” Now, whether our Reſolu- 
tion hath any Thing in it, that can with any Juſtice, 
or Modeſty, be painted off in ſuch frighrſul Colours, will 
ſhortly be confider'd in its proper Place : But as to 
the Charge of having ſet up a Popiſh Inquiſition, Oc. 
I would appeal from Mr. P. in a Paſſion, to Mr. P. in 
Temper, Whether he can believe in his Conſcience, 
and cooler Thoughts, that our Proceedings have given 


any juſt Occafion for ſo black and odious a Charge. 
Mr. P. I am ſure, is too weil acquainted with Man- 


kind, and with the Antipathies that Diſſenters have to 


Popery, not to know, that the Charge he brings 


againit the Aſſembly is very popular, Twould ef- 
fectually put our Congregations out of Conceit with 

bly” could they once be perſwaded, we were 
abut to introduce the Inquiſition. There are many 


of the Papiſis themſelves, that have ſuch Abhorrence of 


this barbarous Office, that they won't ſuffer it to have 


any footing among them: But can Mr. P. tell of any 
Popiſh Country, where the Inquiſition is deteſted, in 
which ſo little will ſatisfy, as will ſatisfy thoſe that he 


ſo heavily complains of ? If not, then, according to 


Mr. P. there muſt be an Inquiſition in Fance, as well 
as in Spain and Portugal, i. e. There muſt be an Inqui- 
ſition where there is none, as well as where there is. 


The French have an Inquiſition, tho' they don't know 
it, and would never bear to have it eftabliſh'd among 
them. Nay, there is no Proteſtant Country, or, in- 

deed, any Part of Chriſtendom, how much ſoever they 


may be for Toleration, where there is not a Popiſh In- 
quiſition. There's an Inquifition in Amſterdam (where 


Perſons, if peaceable, may be of what Religion they 
think moſt agreeable to the Will of God) as well as 
at Madrid, and Lisbon, where they muſt be of the Ro- 


miſh Religion, or none at all. And as for the Tolera- 


tion amongſt our ſelves, for which we have, with ſo 
much Reaſon, been thankful to God and Men, for a 
great many Years; it muſt, according to Mr. P. be 
eſtabliſh'd upon the Foundation of a Popiſh Inquiſi- 
tion, ſeeing we can't be allow'd to have the Benefit of 
it, but upon our declar'd Aſſent to the Doctrine of the 
ſacred Trinity. B 2 i 
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12 oA DEFENCE of the 

I am ſurpriz'd, that a Man of Mr. P's Senſe, ſhould 
attempt to paſs it upon the World, that we have ſer up 
2 Popiſh Inquifition. Have we ever attempted to awe 
Men from Ong the Scriptures, and examining in- 
to the Grounds of Religion; which, Arch-Biſhop TiI- 


lotſon ſays *, is the grand Defign of this Office? Have 
we ever diſcover'd an Averſion to the Toleration of 

thoſe that differ from us? Have we ever manifeſted an 
| Inclination, to fine, impriſon, to burn, or baniſh, thoſe 
that ſay, they can't be of the ſame Sentiments with 


our ſelves, if we had it in our Power? Mr. P. can't be 
ignorant, one would think (however fond he may ſeem 
of his Favourite Charge) that we abhor all theſe Me- 
thods of Compulſion as much as himſelf, and that he 
can't be for a more extenſive Toleration than we are. 


We ſhould be glad, indeed, if the Miniſters of Chriſt _ 


would be more free and open, in telling Perſons what 
they take to be Truth and Error. We ſhould be glad, 


if they would not ſo ſtudiouſly conceal their Senti- 


ments, under this looſe and general Declaration, that 


they believe whatever the Scriptures ſay, concern- 


ing the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Mr. P. I am 
| ſure, can't but know, that there is no Arian, Socinian, 
Macedonian, or Sabeilian, but will ſay the fame ; 


and yet that 'tis1mpoflible (if the Scriptures have one, 
das one determinate Senſe and Meaning) that all 
theſe ſhould be in the right. So that if (as Mr. P. 
8 the grand et in the preſent Caſe is, or 
ht to be, Whether Men receive the Doctrine re- 
veal'd in the Scriptures ? How ſhall this grand Que- 


ſtion be decided, if the World muſt not know how 


we underſtand the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt ? And 
how can this Thing be underſtood but by Words of 
our own, when his Words are uſed by all, but yer 
have ſuch different, nay, contrary Senſes put upon 
them? FO: F 


I am very ſure, that the old Puritans, with whoſe 


Example we are upbraided, could not be greater 
Enemies to a Popiſh Inquiſition, or its diſſembling 
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Proceedings at EXON. 13 
Shams, than the Subſcribers are. I am very ſure al- 
ſo, that they were Perſons that ſcorn d to diſſemble 
their Sentiments concerning the Trinity: That they 
thought this to be an Article of too great Importance, 
not to be open and explicite in declaring their Aﬀent 
thereto. Whatever Objections they might have againſt 
ſubſcribing other Articles that they thought were not 
ſupported by Scripture, they never look'd upon this 
Article to be of that Sort. Nor do ] find, that any 
of them were ever ſuſpected of favouring the Arian 
Scheme ; if they had, they were Perſons of ſuch great 
Integrity, that I can't queſtion, but they would have 
purg'd themſelves by Subſcribing the Article as true; 
or, if they had not thought ſo, they would honeſtly 
have told the World that it was falſe. They 
were Perſons that fairly own'd their Principles with- 
out any Equivecation, and that tho' they were ſure to 
ſuffer for it. Nor can I ſee any Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
but that as there is a perfect Harmony between them 
and us, as to the Doctrine of the Trinity; ſo they would 
have proceeded as the Aſſembly have done, if there 
had been Occaſion; and that without thinking them- 
ſelves chargeable with ſetting up a Popiſh Inquifi- 
tion, or proceeding by an Oath ex Offcio. Mr. P. 
muſt know, that there is no ſuch Way of Proceeding 
among us ; and, I hope, our Actions will eyer con- 
vince him, and the reſt of the World, that as we diſ- 
like Error, ſo we abhor Cruelty. We neither defire 

the Power that Popifh Inquiſitors have; and Cha- 
rity obligeth me to think of others, what J know 
of my ſelf, that if we had ſuch a Power thrown upon 
us, we ſhould never uſe it, but declare againſt it. 
But after all, if Mr. P. will think otherwiſe, and go 
on to repeat his beloved Charge, in his future Pam- 
phlets ; I hope, there are none that know us, that 
will believe the Imputation. And very ſure I am, 
that none can, that will give themſelves Time to 
read the Hiſtories that are extant of the Popiſh In- 
quifition, and be pleaſed to compare them with our 
Proceedings. We thought our ſelves oblig'd to purge 
our ſelves of the Charge that was brought againſt 
us. And if ever any other Charges of ſo high a Na- 
ture ſhould he laid againſt us, we ſhall have, I hope, 
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ſuch a conſtant Concern for the Honour of God and 
Religion, and our own Uſefulneſs in the World; as 
to take proper Methods, when aſſembled together, 


to purge our ſelves ; eſpecially when we ſee it ſo 


neceflary, as we thought it to be in our Circum- 
As tothe grand Abſurdity that Mr. P. chargeth the 
Aſſembly with, P. 9. that his Motion to the Mode- 
rator ſhould not be more regarded, twill be thought, 
I believe, by the impartial, an Abſurdity of his own, 
if not worſe, when it ſhall be confidered, That we 
have declared, we ſhall be ſatisfy'd, if Perſons can aſ- 
{ent to the collective Senſe of the Aſſembly, where 


the word Perſon 1s left out. Mr. P. takes Notice of 
this himſelf, P. 19. and therefore muſt know, That 
there was no Neceſſity of explaining the word Per- 
ſon. And it's beſt known to Mr. P. himſelf, whe- 


ther the Motion he ſpeaks of, was not made to ob- 
tain ſome Advantages againſt the Aſſembly, rather 


than for the Satisfaction of other Perſons. Let this 
be as it will, ſeeing the Motion, as Mr. P. owns, 


- 


was not made for his own Satisfaction; 'twas very 
prudent, I think, in the Moderator, to decline an 


Anſwer, till ſome one ſhould make the like Mo- 


tion upon his own Account ; which, when a Perſon of 


very valuable Abilities did, without knowing any 
Thing of Mr. P's Motion, there was an Anſwer re- 


turn'd, with which he was ſatisfy d. Beſides this 


- Perſon, there were none, that I know of, that had an 


Inclinatzon to ſubſcribe, that made any Objection 
againſt the word Perſon. if they had, I believe 
what the Excellent Arch-Biſhop Tillot{on ſays*, would 


bave been ſatisfactory to all. I ſhall take the Li- 


berty to tranſcribe it, that TI may at once effectual- 


ly clear my Hands of this Objection ; which, I be- 


lieve, is thought to be very formidable, becauſe ſo 


often made. Says this great Man then; © There are 
c Three Differences in the Deity, which the Scripture 


60 ſpeaks of by the Names of Father, Son, and Holy 


a 
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Proceedings at Ex ox. 16 
ic Ghoſt; and every where ſpeaks of them as we uſe 
« to do of Three diſtinct Perſons; ſo that, ſays he, 
« tho' neither the word Trinity, nor, perhaps, Perſon, 
&« jn the Senſe in which it is uſed by Divines, when 
e they treat of this Myſtery, be any where to be met 
& with in Scripture ; yet it can't be deny'd, but that 
Three are there ſpoken of, by the Names of, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name every Chriſtian is 
« baptiz'd ; and to each of whom the higheſt Titles 
©. and Properties of God, are in Scripture attributed: And 
ce theſe Three are ſpoken of with as much Diſtinction 
<«« from one another as we uſe to ſpeak of Three ſeveral 
ce Perions. , 5 
« So that though the word Trinity be not found in 
ce Scripture, yet theſe Three are there expreſly and fre- 
« quently mention'd ; and a Trinity is nothing but Three 
“% ofany Thing, And ſo likewiſe, tho' the word Per- 
5 ſon be not expreſly apply'd to Father, Son, and Holy 
% Ghoſt ; yet it will be very hard to find a more con- 
& venient Word, whereby to expreſs the Diſtinction of 
& theſe Three. For which Reaſon I could never yet 


0 


K 


« ſee any juſt Cauſe to quarrel at this Term. For fince 


c 


* 


the Holy Sirit of God in Scripture, hath thought fit 
&« in ſpeaking of theſe Three, to diſtinguiſh them from 
one another, as we ule in common Speech to diſtin- 
« guiſh Three ſeveral Perſons; | cannot ſee any Reaſon 
c why, in the Explication of this Myſtery, which pure- 
40 depends upon Divine Revelation, we ſhould not 

fora of it in the ſame Manner that the Scripture doth; 


and though the word Perſon is now become a Term 


e of Art ; | ſee no Cauſe why we ſhould decline it, 
&« ſo long as we mean by it neither more nor leſs, 
ce than whar the Scripture ſays in other Words.“ What 
this admirable Perſon ſays, muſt ſatisfy Mr. P. that 
this Term, Verſon, is not ſo very exceptionable with all 
Men of CharaFer, as *tis with himſelf; and till a more 
proper Word can be found out, I think we may, ve- 
ry innocently, content our ſelves with this. . 

The next thing Mr. P. animadverts upon, P. 9, 10. 
is the Poſtſcript relating to Mr. Withers, concerning 
which Ican fay. that there is not a word in it, but 


what Mr. Withers faw, and conſented to, before it went 


to the Preſs ; and had he defir'd then, as he hath fince, 
e e that 


16 eA DEFENCE of the 

that it might have been printed in the Form in which 
it is in the London Edition, it would eafily have been 
comply'd with. There are few, I believe, will think 
that there is any thing in this Poſtſcript ſo odd, as 
tis, that Mr. P. ſhould charge every thing with Art, 
or Equi vocation, T'yranny, or Impoſition, Sc. that 
he doth not like. We haye given the World no occa- 
ſion to think, but that we abhor all Art that is not con- 
ſiſtent with Honeſty ; and ſhould rejoice if all would 
be ſo plain and open in confeſſing their Faith with- 
out any Equivocation, or Mental Reſervation, as we have 
been. We can't but rejoice, that a Perſon, ſo truly 
valuable as Mr. Withers, doth concur with us in our 
Notions concerning the Trinity. Had he declar'd 
any thing publickly contrary to this, the World 
would know it. Had he declar'd any thing privately 

inconfiſtent with it, Mr. P. *tis likely the better to 
grace his Cauſe would have made it publick. And 
if Mr. P. (when he ſays, that Mr. Withers abhors 
the Thoughts of impoſing on others, and: judging 
others) intends to infinuate, that Mr. Withers doth 
not judge others to be in the wrong that differ from 

him, tis an Injury to Mr. Withers, that all Mr. P's' 
Complaiſance to him can make but a poor Atonement 
for. I have reaſon to think, that Mr. Withers doth 
not take it kindly of him, that he ſhould repreſent 
it as the Effect of much Importunity, that he hath _ 
conſented to give the World he Information that he 


hath; Nor will the World, I believe, think the bet= 


ter of Mr. P. that he ſhould give our Concern for the 
Preſervation of the common Faith, no other than the 
mean and reproachful Title of a Squabble. Whatever 
the received Doctrine of the Trinity may be to him; 
tis a matter of the greateſt Importance to us: Nor 
ſhould we ever have made the Stand that we have, 
unleſs we thought ſo. e 5 
I have done with Mr. P's Remarks on our Declara- 
tion, and ſhall now confider thoſe that he is pleaſed 
to make on our Reſolution. And here, according 
to his uſual Charity, he begins with a Charge of In- 
ſincerity and Diſſimulation. He had told us, P. 8. 
"where he ſpeaks of this Reſolution, that what we 
have done is baſe and tyrannical. And here, P. ag b 2. 
| | 1 cs at 


cd * „ 


Proceedings at EON. th 


« 'That all the Deſign of our Proceedings within doors, 
= | won 


„is to fix in Odium upon thoſe that won't. ſubmit 
T their Underſtandings to our. preſcrib'd Declarations, 
«| and that the Managers without Dgors,: have uſed 


« all the Art they are Maſters of, to blacken and de- 


fame them, That we have not only given them 
& the Name of Arians; but that, when we could not 


e oppteſs them by the Aſſiſtance of the: Magiſtrate, 
c we have endeavour'd to D 
& of the Mob. Was the World to form an Idea of 
us by this Character, as it muſt be (one would think) 


o do it by the Power 


Mr. P's Deſign it ſhould, we mult be lookt on as 
ſome of the moſt infamous Hypocrites, and Tyrants. 


| As thoſe that delight In nothing {9 much as Blood. 
As thoſe that want nothing but Power to fine, impri- 


ſon, ſcourge, and hang Men. As ſo many Nuſances 


to the Commonwealth, and ſuch as deſerve the Ab- 


horrence of God and Man. _ 5 
is a great Satisfaction to us under theſe Re- 
roaches, that till we manifeſted a juſt Concern 
Foe the Articles of our Faith, we were generally 
eſteem'd as Perſons of 'Temper, and thoſe whoſe Mo- 


„ n Ghats 


Satisfaction to us, that we are thus reviled, and per- 


ſecuted with bitter words; and have ſo much Evil ſaid f 


us, 1 may ſay falſely, for Cbriſt' ſake. What Credit the 
Vorld may give to ſuch a Repreſentation ; and how 
very injurious it may be to our CharaRer with thoſe 
that don't know us, I can't ſay, With thoſe that do, 
I hope 'twill do us no great Miſchief; and others, 


I hope, will make favourable Allowances, as we our 


ſelves do for Mr. P's Temper. If there were juſt 


_ Grounds for what he ſays, we ought to cover our Faces 


with Shame, and inſtantly to beg Pardon of God 
and the World: But we dare not repent of the Stand 
we have made againſt the groſſeſt Errors; nor of the 
Methods we have taken to check their Growth, till 


we can be convinced that they are irregular. If we 


have aſſumed a Juriſdiction over other Mens Conſci- 
ences, we don't. know it : Nor can Mr. P. be certain 


that we do, unleſs he can pretend to know us better 


than we do our ſelves, And therefore, till we do 
know it, we muſt, I think, be clcar of the Charge of 
C any 


— — 
* — 1 — — AYE Bs we Stk 
> 
” — 
* y'< 
"—_—_— ions, » 
c * — 


we _— 8 1 _ 
LO "vs" * 
ws * 
* - 5 — 
8 a 
© 


If any of the Subſcribers ſhould have done 
much to defame him and his Friends, as he hath to de- 
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any Hypocriſy, or Diſimulation. There may be ſeveral 
things, that thay tempt us to queſfion a Man's Sin- 
cerity : But to form a poſitive Charge of Hypocriſy 
againſt Perſons, as Mr. F. doth, ſeems too much like 
an Incroachment on the Divine Prerogative, and too 


bold and aſſuming even for one of Mr. P's Penetra- 


tion. And then as we don't know that we have aſ⸗ 
ſum'd an extravagant Power, ſo we are ſure, that 
our Proceedings had other Defigns than to fix an Odium 


upon our Brethren. They were defign'd for the Ho- 


Hour of our God and Saviour. They were defign'd 


for the Security of our holy Religion. They were 


_ defign'd for the Benefit of the Church of Chriſt, and 


more eſpecially for that of the People that are un- 
der our care. I wiſh Mr. P. may be able to _ 
„ 


bis Conſcience that he had the ſame Deſign in the 
| 2 Strokes of Defamation, that he hath thought 
fit to lay before the World. I ſhould be 7 Lorry 


alf ſo 


fame others. R 2d 
As to any Attempts that have been made to oppreſs 


him, and his Brethren, by the Aſſiſtance of the Ma- 


iſtrate, or the Power of the Mob, I own myſelf to 
e a perfect Stranger, and take this 8 


freely to declare, that I never thought, that theſe 
were proper Methods of Conviction. I abhor them 
as Reproachſul to the Cht iſtian Religion. I ever have 
been, and ever ſhall be, an utter Enemy to all Sax. 
guinary Metiods for Conſcience ſake. If I am able 
to prevent the ſpreading of Error, by the Chriſtian, 


and gentle Methods of Argument and Perſwafion, 


of Advice and Counſel, and a Suſpenſion of thoſe 


Acts of my own, that muſt encourage it; I am, I 


think, indiſpenſably oblig'd to do it: But Mr. P. 


can't have a greater Averſion to all Confutations, by 


| Magiſtracy and Mobs, than I have. And if it be 
true, what I have heard (and I can't doubt, but it is 
| becauſe of the Credibility of the Perſon from whom 


I had it) that Mr. P. himſelf hath lately own'd, that 
no Miniſter, or Diſſenter of Worth had, hebeliev'd, any 
hand in raiſing the Mob: He ſhould have ſpar'd that part 
of his Accuſation: But 'twas very Popular to 5 it 

C paſs; 
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| Proceedings at Exo N. 1 
paſs; and who can tell, but Mr. P. might have 


bother Thoughts when this was writ, and be better 


inform'd afterwards? However it be, Mr. P. I dare 
fay, hath no need to be” under Fear of Bonds, and 
Impriſonments. If he was the rankeſt Arian, or So- 
cinian in the World, | would do all that's poſſible ta 


diſcourage his Notions ; but nothing like Injury to 


his Perſon. This ought to be Inviolable on a Reli- 
gious Account, where the Security of the State (as in 
the Caſe of Papiſts) is not concern'd. I can't at all 
doubt, but I have the free Concurrence of my Bre- 
thren, in what I have here faid concerning my ſelf. 


From the Knowledge that I have of them, I muſt. 


believe, that they are all ſer againſt Tyranny : but let 


us hear what Mr. P. hath to offer to ſupport his Charge, 
| that we claim a Juriſdiction over other Mens Con- 
 fkeiences. e i 


Jo maintain this Charge then, he ſays, P. 13. © That 


when we abuſe a Power and Truft, lodg'd in us by 
God, to enforce — upon Mens Conſciences, 


& for which we have not a Divine Warrant; we really 


e claim a Jurifdiction over other Mens Conſciences. 
Now as this muſt refer to our Reſolution; ſo if it 


ſhould be allow'd, that the Suppoſition is true 5 
yet, I don't ſee how it ſhould in the leaſt affect 


the Aſſembly: For whatever Latitude Mr. P. can 
uſe in the Exerciſe of that Power, that God hath 


veſted him with; we think that our Power is li- 
mited by the Word of God; and that accordingly, 


as it would be finful to reject ſome that offer them- 
ſelves to the pf and Ordination; ſo it would 
be a moſt Notorious 


roſtitution of our Power, to re- 
ceive all; and eſpecially ſuch, as inſtead of promo- 
ting the great End of the Miniſtry (which is Ae Sal- 
vation of Sinners) would ſpread, and propagate 


ſuch Doctrines, as in our Apprehenſions are moſt 


43 . - i 4 a 4 0 
injurious to the Souls of Men. We are to encourage 
none but Faithful Men, and ſuch as are able to teach others *, 


How ſhall we know whether they have ſuch an 


Ability or no? or whether they are likely to prove 


faithful ; if we may not know what Notions they have, 
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| that they can it. 
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or what Dofriges .they are likely to, pręach ? If they 


won't fi 5 us, how tbey upderſtaod the Scriptures, 
a 


and thoſe particujarly . in which, are contain d Do- 
rines of the gréatelt Couſequence; muſt Miniſters 
in this 9 5 by an fett Faith? muſt they take 


it fot gian ed, that all are able, and will be faithful, 
that lay, they believe the Scriptures to be the Word 


of G64? If this be allow'd, 1 muſt allow others to 
claim a Juriſdiction, with a Witneſs over my Conſci- 


Ence, Yea, moreover, if this muſt be taken for full 


Satisfaction, if they declare, they are ready to ſub- 


ſeribe the Bible, which ſeems to be the Principle Mr. 


P. goes upon, I don't ſee, how I can venture to reject 
J [-F ? Po : 143 F WV. * . / * © . 
them, if they are never ſo open and zealous in pub- 
liſhing what I apprehend to be the moſt abominable 


Errors. Pis but for them to ſay, If I charge them 


with Error, that they'll ſubſcribe any words of Scrip- 
ture,and I muit prefently receive them, tho' they tell 
we at the-{ame time that they are Papiſts, or Arians, 
or Sociniaus, &c. Lam to be no further Judge of my 
chen Lam told by any, that they are ready to ſub- 
ſcribe the Bible, if they keep upon the Reſerve: Nor 
may ] dare to reject them, tho' I am perſwaded in my 
Eonlcience : at the ſame time, and from their own 
Mouths, 10 8 Declaration of their Principles, that they 


Net Actions; I wayn't preſume to ſuſperd them, 


renounce che Faith, that according to the beſt of my 


Tudgment. ts contain'd in ie Now if Mr. P. 


can ſatisfy b imſelf thus, to have his Conſcience at 
the Command of every Perſon, how unſcriptural ſoever 


ö he may think his Principles to be, the Aſſembly can't 


give jpto the ſame Liberty; uor can they think it to 
be any thing like an Abuſe of their Power, or a 
claiming a Juriſdiction over other Men's Conſciences, 


FF But to ſatisfy the People of the Truth of what he 


f "1 


FS, he puts a Caſe, P. 13;wherem they are concern'd 


_ themſelves, and then comes to confider the Caſe of 
Miniſters as to Ordination. I muſt confeſs, I don't ſo 


wel | underftand, unleſs it be to {tir up 2 popular 


Ocjum, why the Caſe. of the People ſhould be con- 
fider'd,* when the Aﬀembly's Reſolution only con- 
cerns Minifters : But Mr. P. perhaps, would think 


15 : him- 
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himſelf neglected, if what he offers is not;confiderid, 
and therefore I follow himlin the Caſe propos d. An 
here he ſuppoſeth, «that Miniſters are entruſted 
„ with the Care ofthe People, and the judging whom: 
e According to the 8criptures, they are to admit! 
« the: Communion of the Church: And while 
e, require no more of the People, as terms of Com- 
e, munion, than Gad does in the Scriptures, they really 
4 claim no Juriſdiction over the Conſciences of 'the | 
% People ; but if they ſtretch their Authority, id. 
<« fiſting on unſcriptural Terms, and rejecting thoſe 
<«< that won't ſubmit to them; this is an actual claims 
ting a Juriſdiction over their Conſciences. Now in 
the general; I readily agree with Mr. P. but can't 
ſee what it is to the Purpoſe, unleſs he thinks every 
| thing unſcriptural, that is not delivered in the very 
Words of Scripture. If Mr. P. thinks ſo, I can't but 
think that *twill follow from hence, that all his own 
Prayers and Sermons are ſo, that are not deliver d 
t in Scripture Terms, and fo the Argument would 
; prove a great deal too much: But for my own part, 
4 1 always thought, that nothing was ney © 4p 
but what is not warranted by Scripture ; and that by 
Unſcriptura! Terms ef Communion, twas always under- 
; ſtood, ſuch Terms as have no ſufficient Foundation in 
SGcripture. When any ſuch Terms as theſe are inſiſted 
on, Miniſters ſtretch their Authority beyond what they 
ought, and have no right to claim the Submiſſion” of 
their People; but are anſwerable to God and their 
People too, for any fpiritual Penalties that they ſhall 
inflict, by Virtue of Power that God never gave. 
ö But then, if Mr. P. means thereby, that the Doctrine 
b of the Trinity, as expreſſed in the Reſolution, is ſuck 
„aan unſcriptural Perm, as I ſuppoſe he muſt, herein I 
muſt craveleave to diſſent from him. This Doctrine, 
we think, to be as much a Term of God's making 
as any thing in the Scriptures, and that Perſons can 
neither believe or practiſe, as they ought, unleſs 
rhey receive this Doctrine. We apprehend, we expect 
nothing but what God expects, when we expect the 
Belief of the Sacred Trinity. And if the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt may be expreſs'd in humane Words, 
as believe Mr. P. can't deny, our Opinion is, that * to 
* f ap- | 


| 


1 
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happily expreſe'd in the Forms annext to our Reſolution* 
Mr. P. whatever his private Thoughts may be, won't own 
that he hath any other Exception againſt two of them, ; 
= the word Perſon; and in the laſt, this Exception 
ing taken away, I don't ſee, but he and his Friends 
muſt be without: Excuſe; that they won't at ſuch a 
time tell the World, that the Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity is here well expreſs'd, if they believe in 
their Conſciences that it is. And did they believe 
this as we do, and look upon this Article of Religion 
tio be of that vaſt _—_— that we take it to be, 
they could not act like honeſt Men, ſhould they or- 
dain, encourage or recommend thoſe that would preach, 
and propagate contrary Notions. They muſt encou- 
rage thoſe, that they believe would propagate Errors 
contrary to the whole Tenour of the Bible, very diſho- 
nourable to God, and of the worſt Conſequence to the 
Souls of Men. And tho' I take it, that the Caſes 
of admitting to Communion, and Ordination, are not 
exactly parallel; yet in both a Man ought to have 
Satisfaction, that what he doth is regular, and will 
r ooo ns 2 
In admitting . Perſons to Communion, our Acts 
are not ſo. much the Peoples Privileges, as that we 
mayn't ſuſpend them in any caſe, if Perſons live re- 
_ gularly, and profeſs to believe the Scriptures to be 
the Word of God: For what if I find them under 
this Profeſſion, and notwithſtanding this Sobriety, 
to be groſly and notoriouſly ignorant? What if they 
tell me, that tho' they believe the Scriptures, yet 
they believe, that Chriſt is no more than a Mere Crea- 
ture? That he had no Exiſtence before his Conception 
in the Womb of the Virging Mary: That as a Creature 
he ought not to be worſhip'd by any, nor made an 
proper Satisfaction for the Sins of the World. Tis 
nown, that theſe are the Notions of ſome that pro-; 
feſs to believe the Scriptures : And ſo of others it is 
the Notion, that the Holy Ghoſt is, as we obſerve 
in our Letter, a Divine Perſon, made under the Su- 
preme God, by our Saviour; and of others, that he 
is only a Name, or Quality; by others that profeſs 
to believe the Scriptures *tis declar'd, that in the 
___Vcrament, we eat the very Fleſh, and drink the very 
3 | 5 Blood 
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Blood of our Bleſſed Saviour: That when once the 
Bread and Wine, by the Prieſt's Benediction, are 
tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
we.ought to pay them Adoration : And farther, That 
*tis alſo our Duty to worſhip Saints and Angels. Theſe 
are known by Mr.,P. to be the Notions of ſome, and 

*tis very poſſible, that all theſe, and a great many 
other abominable Notions, may be the Errors of one 
Man. And what if any Perſon tells me that theſe 


are his Notions, but yet, that he believes the Scriptures 


can't but thi 


do be the Word of God; and is ready to ſubſcribe any 
Form that can be drawn up in Scripture Words; muſt 


I a admit this Perſon to Communion ? I 
that Mr. P. himſelf would refuſe ſuch 
a one, and not ſuppoſe, that hereby he claim'd a Ju- 


riſdiction over other Men's Conſciences. And how- 
ever extenſive our Saviour was willing the Communion 


of his People ſhould be; I muſt think, if the Caſe 


was my own, that I could not admit ſuch a Perſon to 


Communion, without a moſt ſhameful betraying the 
Truſt that Chriſt had a fr S.-H 


The Cafe I take _to- be much the fine; with Re: 


ſpect to the Ordination of Miniſters, which Mr. P. 


confiders, P. 15. I readily allow with him, That it 


is the Will of God, that there ſhould be Miniſters in 
his Church, Cc. and alſo, That we mayn't inſiſt up- 


on any Qualifications, that God hath never requir'd. 
I agree alſo with Mr. P. provided he will allow, that 
the Perſon to be ordain'd be duly furniſhed with mi- 


|  Hiſterial Abilities, that he ought to be received, if he 


hold faſt the faithful Word. But then, I would ask 
Mr. P. Whether it muſt be taken for granted, that 
every one doth this that is ready to ſubſcribe the Bi- 
ble? What if he tells me plainly himſelf, or I have 
Reaſon to believe, that he holds the Errors mention'd 
in the laſt Paragraph? And, What if he aſſures me 
withal, that he can't act like an honeſt Man, unleſs he 
reach, and publiſh theſe Things to the World? And, 


hat if I who ani to be concern'd in his Ordination, 


do think, at the ſame Time, that ſuch a Miniſter will 


do Ten thouſand Times more Hurt than Good? 


1 ; That his Notions are directly contrary to Scripture ; 


that they are ſubyerſive of Chriſtianity, and extreme- 


ly 


2 DER NDPIP THE 
byi-burtfol to the Souls of Men 2 Muff] out · braye al 
theſe Convictions of my Conſtiencey' and-encourage 
the Miniſtry of one; thit Fthink will defeat the great 
nds of the Miniſtry? Whatever Mr. H's Conference 
may allow him to de, I think, no one's Conſcience 
mould ſaffer him, thus to encourage the promoting 
of what he takes to: be Error; ande the Ruin of that 
whick he thinks to be Truth. By me ſuch Per fons 
cena be: Jod upon as no other chan vain Tal gers unt 
Derei vers, teaching Things that they dught not; thoſe that 
ae likely to ſubvert Per ſons by their unſcripttrat 
Doctrines, as thoſe that don't hold the faithful rd: 
And as thoſe, that out of Regard to Mens Souls, 'Þ : 
dave not otdain'; though by the Suſpenſion of this 
Act of mine their Months were flopp'd : Though ſuch 
Moul di ſubſcribe the Bible a thouſand Times over, 
as long as I can't but think, that they hold fuch dan- 
gerous Errors, I am forc'd to ſuppoſe, | that they 
don't believe the Word of God, as they ought to 
believe it: Nor may 1, under the Power of ſuch 
Apprehenſions, encourage their Preaching, leſt I be 
fund" guilty of a Breach of Truſt, that I can't an- 
wer to my great Lord, or my own Conſcience. , Nor 
may it be allow'd to make any Alteration with me, 
that; in the Conſequence, it may bear hard upon ſome: 
who have ſpent much Time to prepare themſelves: 
för the Miniſtry.” I can't fee that ſuch have a better 
Title-to preach the Goſpel, than wicked Men have; 
whom neither Mr. P. I hope, nor any of his Brethren; 
would make any Scruple of rejecting from Ordina-' 
tion, however hard it might ſeem to be, that they. 
Mould be under a Neceflity of learning any Way of 
living, when they have ſpent the beſt of their Time 
in ie mg, Ten the Miniſtry. Ow | 


It affects me but little, i 1 this Cafe, that Mr. P. is 
Neaſed to ſay, P. 16. That this is agreeable to the 
Practice of the Papiſts, and their Way of defending 
themſelves: For, on the contrary, I don't ſee how 
the Reformation can be juſtify'd, 1 * other Princi- 
Nes than thoſe that the Aſſembly have gone upon. 
"he Papiſts, though they don't aſcribe ſuch a Suffici- 
ency to the Scriptures as we do, but in many Caſes 
have- Recourſe to unwritten Traditions; yet if we 

he | 85 con- 
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| Subverſion of the Chriſtian Religion: Muſt they not- 
withſtanding have gone on to encourage, and ordain, 
. thoſe that would not purge themſelves from a Suſpi- 
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| s conſult the Writings of the great Defenders of Popery, 


we may - obſerve, That they think that ſome of the 
gtoſſeſt of their Errors, Tranſubſtantiation for In- 
tance, Oc. may be defended from Scripture. If, 


therefore, at the Time of the Reformation, when 


was expected that Perſons ſhould renounce the Er- 
rors of Popery, the Papiſts had thought of the Shift 
that ſome now have, and declar'd, That they could 
not think themſelves oblig'd to renounce any of thoſe 


Doctrines, except in the Words of Scripture ; but 
that, however, as a Proof of the Soundneſs of their 
Paith, they were ready to ſubſcribe any Seripture- 


Words relating to them: Muſt the Reformers Have 


5 Aropt their noble Deſign, and left thoſe groſs Cortup» 


ters of the Faith to go on in ruining the Souls of Ment 
If many of thoſe that had the Power of Ordination, 
and wete intruſted with the Care of the Reformation, 
were really of Opinion, as tis certain they were, That 
to encourage a Succeſſion of ſuch Miniſters as were 
then in the Church, was, in Effect, to encourage the 


cion of Popery, any other Way than by ſubſcribing 
the Bible? If they had done this, I don't ſee; how, 
in an ordinary Way, Things could have been brought 
to that happy Paſs that we know they were. Nor do 


I find, that the firſt Reformers were heretofore. bla. 


med, that they inſiſted on a particular Renunciatioh 
of the Errors of Popery, in ſuch Terms as no honeſt 


Man would ſubſcribe to, if he {till perſiſted in theſe 
Errors. I don't ſee but the Aſſembly, and the firſt 
Reformers, have ated upon the ſame Principles. And 
I can't but be ſorry, that Mr. P. ſhould ſo much as 
inſinuate, that the Papiſts have as much Reaſon to in- 
| fiſt on the Celibacy of their Prieſts, as the Aﬀem- 
\ bly have to inſiſt on the Doctrine of the Trinity. 
And it looks, I confeſs, not a little odd, that hge 
ſhould blame or banter any, as P. 17. for acting ac- 
cording to their Conſciences. I wonder it ſhould be 
reckond a Crime by any Prateſtant, that the Miniſters 
öf the Goſpel ſhould regard Conſcience, or judge for 
__ themſelves, who are Popes Perſons, as to Knowledge, 


Faith, 
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Faith, and Behaviour, to be ordain' d. If we may not 
be allow'd to judge for our ſelves, I think, we can 
give but a poor Account of our Conduct, to God or 
Men. The Aſſembly, I dare ſay, han't the worſe 
Opinion of honeſt Mr. Fox, that he might have ſome 
Scrupies about Subſcriptions. Watever they may 
think of ſome who refuſe to ſubſcribe any Thing but 
the Bible, they can't think of him that he was an 
Arch-Heretick, and hid ſome bad Opinion under that 
ſubtil Pretence. He was open in his Zeal for the Re. 
formation, and, without any Subſcription, had given 
abundant Proof of his Regard thereto. And, N 
it doth not appear but he could have ſubſcrib'd the 
doctrinal Articles, if he might have been excus'd 
from ſubſcribing the Canons, relating to the Liturgy, 
Ceremonies, and Diſcipline of the Church. Theſe he 
always manifeſted a Diſlike of, and therefore acted 
like himſelf, in refuſing a Subſcription : But he had 
ut it out of all Suſpicion, that he was an excellent 
Kan, a hearty Proteſtant, and zealous for the Honour 
If Mr. P. and his Brethren would give the Aſſem- 
bly the ſame Satisfaction, that they were as hearty 
Friends to the received Doctrine of the Trinity, which 
we take to be the Scripture Doctrine; we are not, I 
believe, ſo eager for Subſcriptions, but that we could 
eadily encourage their Miniſtry without it; though, 
at the ſame Time, we don't {ee the Reaſon, why 
| Perſons ſhould refuſe to ſubſcribe what they believe 
to be true, or, at leaſt, to declare that they believe 
it to be ſo, as ſeveral of the worthy Nen-Subſeribers 
at London have done. We han't ſo much as this Satis- 
Sion from Mr. P. and moſt of thoſe that join with 


H im in ſubſcribing a Paper of their own. And 'tis ve- 


ty queſtionable, as to f 
whether we ever may. 


We very readily allow, That if Mr. P. and his | 


r the greateſt Part of them, 


' Brethren don't believe the Doctrine of the Blefled 


Trinity, as expreſs'd in either of the Forms jpropos'd 
by the Aſſembly to be true, they ought, in Conſci- 


ence, to refuſe a Subſcription. - But then, we think 
| 2 2.4 


2 


* Vid, Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Book 9. P, 76 N. R | 
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they may not claim it as a oo be ordain'd or 


recommended by 'rhoſe that do believe the Doctrine, 


and expect Satisfaction from thoſe that they thus en- 


cCourageé, that they are al ſo ſound in this Point of Faith. 


they han't the Fait 


Without ſuch Satisfaction, they think, that they cant 


faithfully diſcharge the Truſt that Chriſt hath repoſed 


in them. Without ſuch Satisfaction, they think, they: 


| ſhould open a wide Door for the groſſeſt Errors to get 
into the Church. They are ſure, from the contrary 


Interpretations that many put upon the Scriptures that 
relate to the Doctrine of the Trinity, that they can't 
have Satisfaction from a general Declaration that Men 
believe the Scriptures, whilſt they refuſe to tell in 
what Senſe they underfland them. So that if Mr. P. 
can ſatisfy himſelf to ordain Arians, Socinians, Macedo- 
nians, &c, who all pretend to believe the Scriptures : 


Or if he and his Friends can — themſelves, to or- 


dain they know not whom, the Aſſembly can't excuſe it 


to God, the World, or themſelves, if they have not 
ſome farther Satisfaction. They think they have an un- 


doubted Right to know what Doctrines ſuch are likely. 
to preach, whom they ordain and encourage. And if, ac- 
cording to the beſt 1 they can make of Things, 
that was at firſt delivered to the 
Sainte, they are inexcuſable if they encourage the 
Miniſtry of ſuch. And farther, they think it to be a 
Caſe of too much Importance, to go upon an implicite 
Faith that they are in the Right, when they don't: 


Know but they are in the Wrong s and may many - 
» 5 


Times have too mueh Reaſon to ſuſpect they are. 


Mur. P. tis to be hop'd will the more eaſily excuſe 


the Aſſembly, that they can't govern themſelves by 
an implicite Faith, in this momentous Caſe, when, 


f upon all Occaſions, he declares himſelf an Enemy 
thereto. I leave it with him to conſider how confiſtent 


be is with himſelf, when he exclaims ſo vehemently 


againſt ſuch a Faith; and yet can't tell, whether the 


| Perſon he ordains, be Orthodox, Arian, or Sin ian, any 
farther than it can be gather'd from thoſe Expreſſions 
of Scripture in which all agree, and which all claim 


as favouring their different Schemes. If Mr. P. in. 


Order to his Satisfaction, infiſts upon any Interpreta- 


i tions of Scripture, he muſt quit thoſe Pri..cip' of 


D 2 Liber- 


28 of Dtrence of the." 


Eiberty that he ſpeaks of, do the ame Thing that 
the Aſſembly have, and be- as much for what he calls. 


Impoſition and Perſecution as they: But if nothing of 
this be infifted on; there can be no Satisfaction, but 


what ſprings from an implicite Faith; which, in Time, 


ib likely to be of the moſt injurious Conſequence to 


the Intereſt ot Religion, and to fill the Church with 


the worſt of Hereſies. I can't ſee how this can be pre- 


vented, in an ordinary Way, upon Mr. P's Principles; 
or without taking ſuch Steps as the Aſſembly have to 
ſecure Truth. And beſides, What greater Impoſition 


can there be, than that I ſhould be oblig'd to ordain a 


Perſon; concerning whoſe Principles I can have no 
other Satis faction that they are agreeable to Scripture, 


than that he tells me they are ſo ? If Mr. P. can take 


this for Satisfaction, he muſt excuſe the Aſſembly if 


they are not ſuch Friends to an implicite Faith; and 


can't countenance an Impoſition which would diſable 


them from giving a reaſonable Account of their Actions, 
in à Matter in which the Intereſt of Religion, and 
the Salvation of Sinners are ſo much concerned, as 
they axe in the Admiſſion of Perſons to preach the Go- 
ſpel. Tis ſuppos d of ſuch, that in the Courſe of their 
Miniſtry, they will declare their Faith in other than 
Scripture- Words; and why they ſhould refuſe to do 
it to thoſe that are to recommend them, I don't under- 
ſtand ; unleſs they have a Faith that they are not 


willing the World ſhould be acquainted with. Miniſters 
were not thus upon the Reſerve in the firſt Ages of the 
Church; but were wont, as Biſhop Burnet ſays, to ſend: 


about @ Profeſſion of their Faith to their neighbourin 


Mmiſters, or, as he calls them, Biſhops, and by this 


Means maintain'd that happy Communion that was be- 


tween them *. 5 


x 
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The next Thing Mr. P. blames the Adembly for, 
Pi 18. is, That they have not expreſs'd their Reſolu- 
tion in ſuch © good Eugliſb as he could ſubſcribe, if he 
dla had been never ſo much inclin'd to concur with them in 


it.“ Twould, no doubt, have been a conſiderable Satis- 


faction to the Aſſembly, if they had had the Aſſi ſtance 


p 4 


Mr. P's Abilities to render what they did more ac- 


wa lh. on. Amo — 1 


* — 


* 


'* Introduttion to his. Expoſition of the Articles, P. 2. 


ceptable 


6 


Occaſion as this, that all their Periods are not ſo 
and eaſy as his o n. ne 


eeptable to the World. But if every Thing be nox {9 
very ſmooth and e * a8 it might have been under his 


; Direction; yet I don't{ee the Neceſſity that every Thing 
mould be perfect in its Rind that is ſubſcrib d. Tis 


ſuffeient if it be tolerable, and may eaſily be under» 
ſtood ; though it want ſome of the Beauties of exact- 
er Performances, and han't the finiſhing Hand of a 
Maſter in Critieiſm. Of this Sort I take the Reſolns 


tion of the Aﬀembly to be; and that there is no ſuch 
Arrange Obſcurity in it, but that it may be underſtood 


by vulgar Capacities, and without any farther Explica- 


tion. The Disjunctive, Or, leads us naturally to under- 
tand the Phraſe thus: That as we can't in Conſcience 
approve, that any ſhould be ordained by us, or admit- 
ted to preach,. that doth not believe the Doctrine of 


the Trinity; ſo neither can we, that any Candidate or 
ordained Miniſter ſhould be recommended to a Congre- 
gation, that doth not believe this important Doctrine. 
Methinks the Turn of the Expreſſion is not ſo very 
odd, as Mr. P. makes it. And really, I am not with- 


cout Fear, that after all, *tis not ſo much the Ex preſ 


ſion it ſelf, as the Ground of the Reſolution that hat! 
occafion'd this Animadverſion. The Subſcribers muſt 

undoubtedly be oblig d to Mr. P. that he ſhould puzzle 
himſelf at all for their Sakes. However, they can't, I 5 


ſuppoſe, but think it ſtrange, that he ſhould declare ſo 


much, when his whole Performance, and this Para- 


graph it ſelf is ſo plain a Declaration to the contrary. 


If Mr. P. be ſo much concerned for the Subſcribers, he 
ſhould, methinks, at leaſt, forbear attempting to ex- 
pole them, without Qecaſion 3 or upon ſo ſlight ;an 

ſmooth 


In the next Paragraph, P. 18, 19. Mr. P. ſays, He 


. can't ſubſcribe the Article, or the Anſwers in the 
„ Catechiſm. Hed, Becauſe of the Word, Perſon, 
4 (z,) Becauſe finge he underſtood his Chriſtian Liber- 
e ty, bettet than he did ſome Years ago, he is utterly 
__ * againſt ſubſcribing, any Teſts, that are not expreſs'd 

in Scripture-Words, and that this latter Reaſon pre- 

e ©. vents his ſubſcribing the collective Senſe of the lafh 

__ © Sptember-Aﬀſembly.” The firſt Objection I have 
ſufficiently conſider'd already. As to the ſecond, it 


might 


3s 4 Derence of the 


mi ght have been of ſome Service, if Mr. P. had been * 


Be to tell us, how long he hath ſo well underſtood 
Bis Chriſtian Liberty. I ſuppoſe, however, that it might 
be before the laſt Sete mber-Aſſembly, when moſt of the 
Miniſters declared their Faith, as to the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, and Mr. P. among the reſt, in other than 
Scripture- Words. Now, I can hardly think, that 
Mr. P. made a Declaration upon ſo folemn an Occaſion, 

that he would refuſe to ſubſcribe. And, therefore, if 

the Aſſembly had acquieſced in his Form, twould have 
been a Teſt, as much as any Thing that is now offer'd, 
and; very probably, would not have been objected againſt. 
And, therefore, it looks, as if it was not every Sort of 
Teſt (as Mr. P. calls it) that he ſo much diſlikes, but 
ſuch as the Aſſembly have acquieſced in: But if Mr. P. 
would not ſubſcribe his own Declaration, if generally 
agreed upon to be ſubſeribed 4 others, which is hardly 
ſuppoſeable; yet I can hardly think, but he might 
have added a third Reaſon for not ſubſcribing either of 
the Forms; and that is. That he did not think either 
of them to be true and agreeable to Seripture: And if 
it had been really ſo, and he had plainly and honeſtly 
told the World that it was ſo, it would not, I believe, 
have ſunk him ſo much in the Opinion of many, as did 
his artful and obſeure Deelaration at the Shtember-Aſ- 
ſembly; and his keeping ſo much in the dark, and up- 
on the Reſerve ſince { ws; Poa until he publiſh'd theſe: 
As to the Alteration that Mr. P. ſpeaks of, as made 
in the Vote of the Aſſembly, I believe it to be true, be- 
cauſe he ſays it; but am not otherwiſe afſur'd that it is 
fo. However, Lam pretty ſure, twas not made by the 
Aſſembly to favour the particular Notions of any of the: 
| Subſcribers :* For ſhould it be never ſo true, that tis the 
Opinion of ſome, that Chriſt is called the Son of God 
upon the Account of his Incarnation and Reſurrection; 
et | don't know that it is the Opinion of any, That he 
is call'd ſo only upon this Account: But if it was, I 
don't ſee that tw ill neceſſarily follow, That becauſe 


- 


Chriſt is call'd the Son, in the Baptiſmal Form, that 


therefore we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe Him as incarnate, 
and raiſed from the dead, when we ſay, that He and 
the Holy Ghoſt are one God with the Father; and that 

end; ob — | becauſe, 


i . 


4 
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becauſe, the ſame Perſon that is called the Son, in 
the Baptiſmal Form, is in another place called Emma- 
une ! K. In another, God over all, bleſſed fon ever more f. 


9 And in one and the ſame Verſe, he who is ſtil'd 
the Son, is ſtil'd alſo, Wonderful, Counſeller, tbe 


Migbty God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, ll. 


And tis under this Notion of the Mighty God, and 
God over all, bleſſed for evermore, that we conceive of 
him, when we conceive of him as one God with the 


To the Reſolution that I have | been defending, 
there is an Addition made by way of Explication in 
the London Edition. This Mr. P. takes notice, of, 


in a Poſtſcript; to a Letter to a, Subſcribing Miniſter, 


P. 57. and calls it a downright! Falſification. What 
the Editor hath to ſay for himſelf in Anſwer to this 


Charge, is, that he had no hand in making this Ad- 
dition. That which is ſaid by thoſe who were 


. willing it ſhould be made, is, that as they find it 
uncancell'd, and as a Thing agreed to in thoſe Mi - 


nutes of the Aſſembly, that were not Printed in the 


Exeter Edition; ſo they took it to be that which 
was univerſally allow'd of as the Senſe of the AL 
ſembly, and that therefore it might very juſtly be 
added, as a Thing that was without Oppoſition con- 


ſented to by thoſe, whoſe Names do follow this Ad- 
dition. If this had not been their full Perſwafion, 


this Clauſe might have been added, as that relating 


to Mr. Jacomb is, after the Subſcribers Names, as 


| the Senſe of many that had Subſcribed the Reſolu- 


tion: But they thought it to be the Senſe. of all, 
and therefore gave it the Place it hath 3 as a Thing 
as generally approv'd of, as the Reſolution it ſelf, 


of which it is not a part, but an Explication. And 


this muſt be thought ſufficient to clear them from 


that hard Charge of Falfification, becauſe they have 
delivered nothing, as true, but what they thought, 
and ſtill do think, to be ſtrictly ſo. What Mr. P. 
lays in the ſame place, concerning humane Words, 
hath been already conſider'd, and may, I hope, ſatisfy, 
that humane Words may very innocently be uſed for 


2 
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that we build our Faith upon, and by Words; of our 
own, do ſatisfy the World, and one another, how we 
IS 40 15 T7 1 3 . [ "> 


underſtand it. __ c LT NERF EET 0B. eg tt 
I come now to conſider Mr. P's Remarks on the AL 


ſembly's Detter ; and here he tell s us, P. 19, ao. 
He is ſenfible twould be written with much more 
Sttength of Reaſon; and Fairneſs of Repreſentation, 
if we had not been tranſported with an extraordinary 


« Zeal. The Aſſembly, I am perſwaded, are not 
a Hard to own, that they are Zealous for the Doctrine 


of the ever Bleſſed Trinity, and twôuld be an in- 
excuſable Fault in them if they ſhould not, when they 
believe it to be a Doctrine of ſuch vaſt Importance 3 
aud fuch as ought to be teceived by all Chriſtians, as 


4 neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Faith: But Mr. P. 

I hope, can't ſay, that our Zeal hath tranſported us 
into any Indeceneies of Language, nor is he able to 
bring the leaſt Proof, that there is any Unfairneſs of 


Repreſentation. We have Maid nothing of any Perſon, 


but what is ſtrictly true; nor any Thing of any Books 


but what we believe to beſo. We can't be convinc'd, but 


2 Letter to the Diſſenters, and Mr. Myiſton's Books, and 
other Books that we might have mention'd, contain 
4 great many dangerous Errors, and particularly, that 
eſe are ſuch that we have taken Notice of. And 

if Mr. P. will undertake to prove that they are not, 
there are thoſe amongſt us, that will uſe the beſt 
Reaſon they have to maintain our Aſſertion. I can't 
but be glad, that he'll own, that there is any ſuch 

thing to be found among us; and had he himſelf 

made us ſome of thofe favourable Allowances, that 

he hopes Perſons of Candour will, *twould have 
been no Diſadvantage to his Performance: But I 


don't know but he may havean unfaſhionable Candour 


as well as Charity ; and that Candour with him is to 


give no Quarter. If his Notion of this be the ſame 
with that'of other Men, ] have the like charitable 
Wiſh for him that he hath for the Aſſembly, that when 
he writes again, he may ſhew a candid and much 


* 


berter Temper. 


The firſt thing that Mr. P. blames the Aſſembly 


for, P. 20, 21. is, that they ſhould ſend a Letter 


«of 
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Proceedings at Ex o N 37. 
u of Advice without the Reaſons of that Advice; 
„ that they ſhould not alledge ſome poſitive Scrip- 
“ ture Aﬀertions of their Doctrine, and of the neceſ- 
„ fity of believing it; and infinuates as if the Reaſon 
6 why we have not done this, is becauſe we don't 
„ know where ſuch Texts are to be found; that the 


 «< Baptiſmal Form can't juſtly be reckon'd among 
«@ theſe. He intimates, that we diſtruſt the Evidence 
„ for this pretended Truth, becauſe we have riot 
1 made it clear by Argument; but quitted all Pre- 
ee tence thereto, and betaken our ſelves to a Chil- 
« diſh way of Haranguing. He is ſorry that Men of 
e dour Character ſhould countenance ſuch a Uſe of the 
4 Scriptures. That our Letter is of the ſame kind 
< with thoſe that the Papiſts were uſed to ſend at 
ee the time of the Reformation. That the Papiſts 
could take this Courſe with more Decency than we 
4. can, and that they and the Aſſembly evidently 
. agree, that believing the Scripture is not ſuf- 
4 ficient, unleſs Men believe as the Church believes. 
From this ſhort Specimen 'tis evident, what great Al- 
lowances the Aſſembly are to expect from Mr. P's Can- 
dour. I have a much greater Opinion of his Senſe and 
Judgment; and yet I can't pay it ſuch a blind Defe- 

- rence, as to think that a Letter of Advice relating to the 
Trinity can't be well written, unleſs the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial Proofs are inſerted therein, that ſupport the Belief 
of this Doctrine. Indeed had the Aﬀembly's Letter 
been directed to thoſe that knew nothing of this Do- 
_ trine, twould have been very proper to have laid be- 
fore them the beſt Arguments Br t: But our Letter 
Was directed to thoſe that had been brought up in the 
- Belief of this Doctrine, thar were not probably unac- 
quainted with the Arguments that are brought to confirm 
it. T was directed to thoſe, in whoſe Hands the Scrip- 
tures and other Helps are to eſtabliſh them in that Be- 
lief: And therefore twas very proper and pertinent to 
adviſe them, to perſiſt in the Belief vf what they hadre- 
gelved ; nor ſo much becauſe they had receivedit, as be- 
Eiuſe *twas a Truth, nota pretended Truth, or a Truth 
of little Importance, as Mr. P. is pleaſed to intimate; 
but a Truth of vaſt Moment, ſuch as their Salvation 
was nearly concern'd in, and ſuch as they had often 
"heard, and ſeen proved row the Sacred — . 
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by. their own Miniſters, and by 7 7 
writ upon the Subject. And tho 


that have, 
1 ir. P. doth lo much 
diſlike gur way of writing Letters ; yet. if any will look., 


into ſome, of, the Scriptural Epiſtles, and particularly, 
into the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Bohn (with which however 


I don't pretend . to compare ours) t 
that. the, Aſſembly have follow'd a $999! Example, 
a much better than that of the Papiſts, that we are 
upbraided with. This Parallel between the Sub- 
ſcribers and the Papiſts, I could not read without 
ſuppoſing, tbat Mr. P. might have in View a new Re- 
formation of Religion, even that which he was ſo 
confident would take place in 1716. I won't be po- 
fitive in aſſerting, that tis Mr. P's Opinion, that 
the receiv'd Doctrine of the Trinity is one of thoſe 
things that need Reformation: But I confeſs, I am 
under a Temptation to think ſo, when I obſerye how. 
he ſpeaks upon all Occaſions of this Doctrine through- 

out this Performance. When I obſerve, how ſome. 
others ſpeak that pretend to know his Mind: When 
Iknow, that before his Ejection, he forbad his Clerk 


to Au ce uſual Dec When he Fe a Teſti- 
| 8d. himſelf to be an Arian 3 


they'll perceive, 


monial to one that profeſs d himſelf. to b | 
and ſays, that he can't give Glory to the Holy Ghoſt. 
Now if this be really his. Opinion, and he'll under- 


take to prove, that the receivd Doctrine is not Serip-. 
_ tural ; he'll find that the Aſſembly are ſo far from 
diſtruſting the Evidence that they have for this 
Truth, that they'll venture to lay it before the World, 
and try whoſe Doctrines are, beſt ſupported by Scrip- 
ture Evidence; and, then, perhaps, it will, appear, that 
the Words in the Baptiſmal Form have more Evidence 
in them fer the Truth of this Doctrine, than Mr. P. 


will allow. al ſhall only offer here, what the great 


Biſhop! Buyner ſays upon theſe Words; to ſhew that 
the Aſſembly are;,not, ſingular, or lay a greater 
ſtreſs upon this Argument, than one perhaps equal 

to Mr, P, doth. His Words upon this Scripture *, 
Bahtiz ine them in the Name of the Father, the San, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, are: By Name is meant, either an Autho- 
co rity derived to them, in the Virtue of which all 
«& Nations were to be baptized: Or that the Per. 
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Proceedings at Exon. 3856 
« ſons ſo baptized are Dedicated to the Father, Son, 
« and Holy Chaſe. Either of theſe Senſes, as it proves 
« them all to be Perſons; ſo it ſets them in àn Equa- 
« lity, in a Thing that can only belong to the 
« Divine Nature, Baptiſm is the receiving Men 
« from a State of Sin and Wrath, into a State of Favour, 


„ and into the Rights of the Sons of God, and the | 
Hopes of Eternal Happineſs, and a calling them 


 « by the Name of God. 'Theſe are things that can 


* only be offered and aſſured to Men, in the Name of 


_ the Great and Eternal God: And therefore, ſince 


« without any Diſtinction or Note of Inequality, they 
& are all Three ſet together as Perſons in whoſe Name 


this is to be done, they mutt be all Three the True 


„God; otherwiſe it looks like a juſt Prejudice 
« againſt our Saviour, and his whole Goſpel, that 
« by his expreſs Direction the firſt entrance to it, 


Which gives the viſible and fœderal Right to thoſe 
great Bleſſings that are offered by it, or their Initia- 


N 


« tion into it, ſhould be in the Name of TwWãO Crea- 


« ted Beings (if the one can be called properly ſo 
« much as a Being, according to their Hypotheſis) 
and rhat even in an Equality with the Supream and 


6 Increated Being. The Plaiineſ; of this Charge, and 


=> -. 0 


the great Occafion upon which it was given, makes 


« this an Argument of ſuch Force, and Evidence, 


» 
— 


4 that it may juſtly determine the whole Matter f. 


F aith and Manners. 


Man among them, that is ſo much for an implicite 
Paith, as he and his Brethren. 


I am ſurpriz'd, that Mr. P. ſhould ſay, that the 


Aſſembly and the Papiſts agree in this, that believing 
the Scripture is not ſufficient, unleſs Men believe as 


the Church believes. I might challenge him to name 
the Perſon N the Subſcribers, that doth not believe 


the Scripture to be a ſufficient, yea, the only Rule of 


He can't; I believe, mention the 


Let Mr. P. be as open 


in telling his Faith as the Aſſembly have been, and 
then "twill be more certainly known than now it can 


2 
33 
* 

. 8 


1 Expoſ.ofthe 39 Articles, P. 33. 55 


| 2 be, "unleſs to thoſe that are his Confidents ; though, in- 
| derd, he hath given pretty broad Intimations in this 
Performance. 


'  Produc'd to prove that his Faith is ſound, is juſt the 


The greateſt Evidence Mr. P. bath yet 


—_—_—_ 
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ſame. that the greateſt Hereticks, and thoſe that do 
moſt notorioully wreſt the Scriptures, do produce. On- 
Iy, in this Reped they are fairer than him, that they 
flirſt tell us what their Notions are, and then attempt - 
to prove them by Scripture 5 whereas Mr. P. and his 
Friends only produce Scripture, and leave us to gueſs 
at their Notions. This ſeems to carry a Diſtruſt in it, 
either that their Notions are not ſound, or that they. 
won't be acceptable. And 'tis remarkable, that this is 
a Method lately taken up, and therefore, very proba- 
| bly, to ſerve a Turn. Before Mr. M biſton, Dr. Clark, &c. 
reviv'd Arianiſm, they were wont to ſpeak as others 
did; and it can be remember'd of moſt of thoſe of 
them that are ordain'd, that at their Ordination they 
made their Confeſſions of Faith in Words of their own, 
as tis deſird they ſhould now); not out of any 
| Diſregard to the Words of the Holy Ghoſt (as upon 
all Occaſions they ay e inſinuate) but to ſatisfy 
| ghe World, that they did not wreſt the Scriptures, and 
put thoſe unnatural Interpretations upon them that 
Be did, and that they won't bear. I can't think but 
they had, at leaſt, as great a Veneration for the Scrip- 
tures then, as they have now ; but, 'tis very likely. 
they put another Senſe upon them than they did then. 
Whatever it be, Mr. P. and his Friends ſhould be the 
Taft that ſpeak againſt an implicite Faith n 
In P. 22. he tells us, That the Deſi gn of this Letter is 
evidently to prejudice People againſt their Perſons, 
Bocks and Doctrines. Now as to their Books and Do- 
ctrines, we own this is true, if of the ſame, or like Stamp 
with thoſe we mention; and the Reaſon is, Becauſe we 
think them to be hurtful to the Souls of Men. But as 
to their Perſons, we have no Prejudice againſt theſe, 
but ſhould be glad if they had the {ame Reputation that 
formerly they had, and upon the ſame Reaſons. How- 
ever, though we have a juſt Value for Mr. P's Abilities, 
yet we can't look upon him to be ſo much an Oracle, 
as to regard every Thing as ſelf-evident or infallible, 
that drops from him. Both Miniſters and People are 
very defirous to hear what he ſays. And I aſſure him 
for my ſelf, as, I believe, I may for others, that like 
the Noble Bereaus, I'll carefully examine and compare- 
It with Scripture, and beas open to Conviction as I ſee 
| Region, Mr. P. can't but know, that he might _ 
| | cen 
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been heard before now if he had thought convenient; 
and alſo, That the Preſs is open for his Opinions, as 
well as his Remarks. If he thinks himſelf to be in 


| the right, as no doubt he doth, and believes that he is 


able by his ſupcrior Abilities, to bring over the World 
to his particular Sentiments, as he ſeems to intimate, 
3 be a great Charity to the miſtaken Part of Man- 
Kind, to tell them how they are to underſtand thoſe 
Scriptures that relate to this Doctrine, and not only to 
tell them, in the general, That they muſt believe the 


e pres . Mr. F. can't be ignorant, that Perſons may 
e 


rofeſs to believe theſe, and yet be guilty of dangerous 
2 and give Occaſion to others to complain of their 
Propagation and Increaſe. And why mayn't ſuch 2 


Complaint be made, without any Deſign to render him 


and his Brethren odious? If by holding any Errors that 
are ſubverſive of Chriſtianity, they render themſelves 
diſagreeable to their People, we can't help it. If they 


hold no ſuch Errors, they know eafily how to fatisfy 


their People and the World; and it looks ſtrange if they 
won't, when yet they are able, when ſo very much 
Good might be done thereby. 7 7 
I can't but be concern'd, that Mr. P. ſhould ſay, with 
ſo much Aſſurance, That not one of the Miniſters 
can be charg'd with delivering any one Error, and 
e that the utmoſt we have to ſay of him, the moſt ob- 
c noxious of all, is, That he hath declar'd for a Sub- 
© ordination of the Son to the Father.” I believe, 
there are few of the Miniſters that he pleads for, but 
have declared for a Subordination, as well as he. And 
I have Reaſon to think, That the Subordination that 


. Mr. P. and they declare for, is a real and entire Subor- 


dination; a Subordination as to Nature, and Eſſence, 
and all Perfections. Not ſuch a Subordination as is 
pleaded for by many ancient and modern Divines; and 
thoſe particularly, that are mention'd in a late Per- 


7 formance of the Reverend Mr. Hallet's ; but a Subordi- 
_ ation inconſiſtent with all Equality and Supremacy. 


Such a Subordination, I apprehend, and ſo do thoſe 
Dirines, bring down our Saviour to the Level of a 


4 laid, That our Bleſſed Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


Creature. And 'twould not be difficult, if there was 
Occaſion, to name the Perſon that hath ſaid he is no 
more. I could alfo tell Mr. P. of another that hath 
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ach noother than theWiſdom and the Power of God. And 


Mr. p. muſt know, that he himſelf hath ſaid, That he 
could not give Glory to the Holy Ghoſt. There are 
ſeveral other Things that I might have mention'd; but 
I can't be ſure what is Error with Mr. P. and what 
. — However, with others, theſe are Errors of a 

angerous Nature; and will, I don't doubt, be prov'd 
to be ſo, when Mr. P. or any of his Friends, ſhall un- 
dertake the Defence of then. 
. "The next Thing the Afembly are blam'd for, P. 22, 


23. is, © That inſtead of bringing a Charge againſt the 
% Minifters, wecite two Treatiſes, which Mr. P. ſays, 


4 if the Miniſters don't happen to 1885 with, we have 
« made an Outcry againit them for nothing at all.“ 


Had our Intention been to bring particular Charges 


againſt Mr. P. and ſome other Non-Subſcribers, I can't 


(uppote that we could have been at ſo great à Loſs, as 
to all! ö 


that with Mr. P. have ſubſcribed another Paper. 

nd from what Mr. P. ſays, it looks as if it would not 
have been very uncharitable to imagine, that the No- 
tions we ſhew our Diſlike of, were the Notions of ſome a- 


mongſt ourſelves. For tho' the Notions of the latter Au- 


thor are not declared for; yet, tis obſervable, they are 


not declared againſt, when there was the faireſt Oppor- 


tunity todo it: Nor is there the leaſt Diſlike ſhewn of 


the Notions of the former; neither is there any Thing 


ſaid, by which we might be induc'd to believe, that 
tis not the Opinion of the Miniſters, that there are 
three Gods, one Supreme, and two ſubordinate. And 


tis a little unaccountable, if Mr. P. had not adopted theſe 
| Notions, and made them his own, that he ſhould not 


ſpeak one Word againſt them. I remember Mr. P. 


himſelf, in his Anſwer to Mr. Jackman, complains of 


« his keeping ſo much in the dark, and not ſpeaking 
c plainly; and tells him, That his artful Way to 15612 
T 8 FA himſelf _ ſuch an Occafion, would, 
« with ſome People, ſtrengthen the Suſpicion of his 


got being a Friend to the Government. If, ſays he, 


he is a hearty Friend to King George, and an Enemy 


to the Cauſe of the Pretender, he had a fair Oppor- 


„ tunity enough of teſtifying it #.” The ſame I fay 
of Mr. P. If he was a hearty. Friend to the received 
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2 Proceedings at Exon. 39 
Do&rine of the Trinity, he had' a fair Opportunity of 
declaring it; and his not doing it upon this Occafis 
on, muſt ſtrengthen the Suſpicion of him with ſome Per- 
ſons. I think he had never a properer Seaſon to ſpeak 
plainly. But inſtead. of this, he only brings « Charg 6 
8 
P. ſay, that tho' there 
are not all the Words in the Page referr'd to, that there 


* 


is the leaſt Injury done to the Author of that Letter ? 


Can any read his Book and not be ſatisfy' d, that the 


Thing that is cited is that which he attempts to prove 
in ſeveral Pages of it, and particularly in thoſe cited in 


the London Edition? Does he not ſay, P. 25. That 


« he is not Equal or Co-ordinate with the Father; 
„ That he hath one to be a God unto him, and that 
% therefore he can't be the Supreme God? Doth he 

not ſay, P. 13. That Wiſdom and Holineſs, which 


_ < are Divine Perfections, are peculiarly the Father's, 


«© and more eminently. in Him? ” Does he not own; 
P. 14. That the Word is inferior to the Father, and 
e that therefore he can't be originally Equal to Him? * 
L leave. it, therefore, with any one to judge, whether 
the Aſſembly have wrong'd the Author of the Letter 
to a Diſſenter; and 'twas to ſatisfy the World that the 
have not, that more Pages are cited in the London Edi» 
tion. This Mr. P. in 2 Poſtſcript to one of his Pam 
phlets, ie pleas'd to give the ſoft Name of a kind of 
Forgery: But he that made this Addition might rea- 
ſonably preſume that his Brethren would not diſlike- 
it; and tis very hard that ſuch a ſmall Addition, or ra? 


A ther Correction, can't be made without ſo high a 


Charge; but tis well known that Mr. P. isus'd to ſpeak 
in ſuch a Dial ect, and therefore the Charge fits more eaſy 


as coming from him, than it would if it came from 


another Man. I have ſaid already what I thought ſuf. 


fſcient of an Implicite Faith, and therefore take no fur- 


0 ther Notice of what is ſaid about it, P. 23. only ſhall 
wiſh, that whilſt Mr. P. ſpeaks ſo often, and warmly 


againſt an Implicite Faith, he mayn't prove the great 
Patron and Encourager of it. 2 8 
What is farther added in this 23d, and following Pa- 
ges, relating to other Errors concerning the Trinity, 


» 
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and prevailing 
to ip 


1 muſt think that they are not accounted Trifles by 
any of the Aſſembly, at leaſt of the Subſcribers. And 


I imagine, that it Mr. P. would give himſelf the 
Trouble to draw up a Letter to prevent their Growth, 


he would have the Concurrence of every Subſcribing 


Miniſter. There's not the leaſt Ground, I hope, to 

. that thoſe Errors, for which ſo little can be 

laid, ſhould ſpread in the World: But if they ſhould, 

I don't doubt but the Aſſembly will appear as warmly 
and vigorouſly againſt them, as they have againſt thoſe | 

Pr that 

the Aſſembly appear'd againſt were then the ſpreading 
. and ſuch as were moſt likely 

read, becauſe of thoſe that had eſpous'd them, 
whole very Names were ſufficient to give Weight to 


they have ſhewn their Diſlike of. Thoſe 


their Notions, tho' never ſo odd, and tho' they had 


never ſo little to ſay for them. The Aſſembly were 


ſenfible how Things ſtood, and therefore began their 


Attack where there was the moſt Danger. And if Mr. 


P. and his Friends will come in to their Aſſiſtance, in 


aſſaulting thoſe Errors that are yet remaining, they 
need not doubt but we'll join with them, tho' they 


did not think fit to join with us. We are very ſorry 


that they ſhould not; and muſt leave it with the 
World to judge why it ſhould be ſo much reſented by 
Mr. P. that we ſhould attempt to ſuppreſs the Ork 
of Arianiſm. | VV 5555 
That the Aſſembly have juſtly complain'd of ſubtle 
Equi vocations, and ſophiſtical Arguments, is not with- 


out Cauſe. The Books that they have quoted, 


and all, I think, that are writ upon the Argument, 


have a deep Tang of this Leaven. The Scriptures are 


ſo clear againſt their Notions, that Mr. Whiſton, I be- 
| Heve, upon ſome ſuch Account, hath thought fit to en- 


large the Bible, and ro make ſuch Books a part of Ca- 


nonical Scripture as are hardly writ with common 


Senſe. And there are none that have read this Author, 
Dr. Clark, &, but muſt ſee, that they want an Index 


| Expurgatorins to throw other Texts out of the Bible 
as well as 1 John 5. 7. They give many of them a 


Turn {o contrary to itheir plain and natural Meaning, 
and eſpecially to that Text, Rom. 9. 5. that I very 


much wonder how their Learning, but eſpecially how 


their Conſciences, could eyer allow them ſo to do. 
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Proceedings at Exon. ar 
1 don't know that theſe of the oppoſite fide have ever 


made ſuch ſorry Shifts to account for the Texts Mr. P. 


ſpeaks of, or that there is the leaſt Occaſion for it. 
1 wiſh he had ſingled out the Paſſages in the Aſſem- 
bly's Paper, where is any thing like what he com- 
b f. 24, that it might be defended or reject- 
ed : But, I confeſs, I can't ſo well reconcile it, that 
the Aſſembly ſhould uſe thoſe Arguments that are 


 Sophiſtical ; and yet, as Mr. P. ſays in another Place, 


P. 21, ſhould quit all Pretence to Argument, and 


betake themſelves to a childiſh: Way of haranguing. 
Mr. P. may tell how to make theſe things hang to- 


gether, but I can't. F 
When the Aſſembly declare, that they heartily pity, 
Sc. Mr. P. ſays, p. 24, That the Chriſtian Methods, 


4 hitherto taken, have been reviling, ſlandering, ſet- 


« ting up an Inquiſition, and all the Ways of Vio- 


e lence and Injuſtice that were in our Power; and that 


« the worſt Rancour, &c. hath been uttered in our 
„Prayers. I ſhould be very ſorry ſhould there be 
any Ground for bringing ſuch a heavy Charge againſt 


our Prayers. Bur ſeeing Mr. P. hath brought no 


Proof of what he ſays, I incline to think, that he is 
angry that any ſhould pray at all againſt the Growth 
of theſe great and dangerous Errors that have lately 
ſprung up in the Church. But what, if after fervent 

rayer, a thorough Examination, and an impartial 
Reading of the Scriptures, any Miniſter muſt conclude, 


that Arianiſin, Socinianiſm, &c. are ſubverſive of Chriſ- 
tianity, and molt injurious to the Souls of Men, why 


mayn't they pray, that Truth may be ſecur'd, and 


theſe Errors ſuppreſs'd, as well as that the Idolatry 


and Superſtition of the Church of Rome may be de- 
ſtroy' d; and that other things, that we think are not 
more contrary to Chriſtianity than theſe Errors, may 


be . ? Mr. P. himſelf, I believe, would 
find no Fault with ſuch Prayers; nay, I ſuppoſe, they 
are ſuch as have often been us'd by him, and we think 
not upon better Evidence, that Popery, Sc. are Er- 


rors, than that Ariaziſm, &c, are, If therefore they 
are lawful in one Caſe, I can't ſee why they ſhould not 
be ſo in another, where the Reaſons are equal. Nay, 
if I think, and can't but think, that Arianiſm is a per- 
— F Ne nicious 


E 4, A DEN ca. of the, 3 
If! ous Error, I don't ſee how I can excuſe the Neg- . = 
lect, if I don't pray With Modeſty and Humility thas.. We 


God 4 1 toy 55 its Pro! a eib. 5 m aſtopiſh d ; 
at what M 25 70 g ce lane aeg and that | £1 
8 any_© 14 cal! ile 2 a Chriſtian 1 3 al ligiſter - = 
11 ſhout 5 ve himnſelf a5 111 650 "to ay ſuch things as, 
"= | Without Od Can he naine the 9 08 : 
whirl 12 to be ſo iolent and, un jut, or that doth ſo 
1 much flander and revile,” 1 he inſet If doth 10 mis 5 
5 Persone Nah, Laß he [ 1 of all "the Subſcribers | 
i} put together, that they be ve laid ſuch ſevere [Things 
| of him and his Bret 105 7310 he doth in this ſingle 
Pamphlet? * with Mr. P. every one.mult be vio- 
1 ä 20d un a Slanderer and Reviler, that appears 
| againſt 0 Errors of* the p dp Times; ad If ſo, 
rhe Agent are fatisfy'd' bear the Imputation. 
Tf Mr. P. and his Brethren do hold no pinions 
that touch the Vitals of Chriſtianity, that make 
4 Change in the Object of Worſhip, Oc. as be ſays 5 
p. 25, 26. the Aſſembly have nothing to ſay againſt 
them in 7 ry of Fe. Letter, and 5 105 are 
very unJu charg'd wit alming groſs Falſhoods upon _ 
the an Aba which we 15 hen 5 touch 105 
Vitals of Chriſtianity, 1 is the Denial of the true and 
proper Divinity of the Son of God and of the Holy 
Spirit, as one God With the Father. This is denied 
in the Books we caution Perſons againſt, and there- 
fore we had reaſon to ſpeak as we do. Let Mr. P. 
make it clear for himſelf and Brethren, that they hold 
no ſuch Doctrines: That tho' they refuſe to ſubſcribe 
. any Forms of Words; yet they believe the Truth 
8: | contain'd in theſe orms, as moſt, I am told, of the. 
j London Nonſubſeribers ſay, they do; or let him put 
ſuch an Interpretation upon the Words of Scripture . 
ſubſcrib'd by him and his Friends, as may give an 
tolerable Reaſon to believe his Opinion! je, that our 
Saviour is God in the ſame high Senſe tbat the Fa- 
ther is; and let him give any Reaſon to believe that 
he thinks the ſame of the Holy Ghoſt, and this will 
take away all Suſpicion that he and his F riends hold 
: none of theſe Doctrines that we ſhew our diſlike of, 
as touching the Vitals of Chriſtianity, But whether 
he. thinks fit to Give, this Sausfaction or no, tis ſuffi- 
cient 
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Proceedings at Exon. 43 


"cient to juſtify the Aſſembly, if the Opinions of the 
"Authors we quote in bur Letter ' (which were the 
things we were concern'd with) be Errofs that touch 
rhe Vitals of Chriſtianity. Aud han't we, as much 
- reaſon to fay they are ſuch, as Mr. V. hath; to ſay, that 
Sdcinianiſin is ſo? for tho“ Arianiſm upon ſomè Accounts 


be more defencible than Hcinianiſm is, yet in the 


main they both agree: They won't either of them 


allow, that Chriſt is Lord and God, except by the 
7 tr 9508 Kier 408.8 iin j $4) --433Ty T4 i. #1 
Ap intment of the Father. T hey won't allow that 
he | 


he is neceſſarily exiſtent, but (ay, that he owes his Be- 
ing and all his Perfections to the mere Will and Pow- 
er of the Father. They both ſpeak of him as Faber 


dinate in erf Reſpect unto the Father. And neither 
of them will a 


ow, that any other Worſhip is due un- 
FS « offi: ia . ets. ©: 6 +þ LES Le on 
to him beſides an inferior Worſhip, ſuch as might 


have been paid to the meaneſt of created Beings, if 


God had ſo appointed. There is a Harmony in Other 


i conſiderable Inſtances, and the greateſt Difference ſeems 
'to be about the Time of ,our Saviour's Exiſtence. 


This Mr. P. I am ſure can't be ignorant of; and there- 


fore, unleſs he hath chans'd his Sentiments fince he 
„„ „ e 47% + ep TE 3 K 93 F 14 „„ v» 43\7iT 
'writ his Latin Anſwer to Dr. Nichols, he can't have * 


ſon to be ſo very angry as he ſeems, that we ſpeak as 
we do of the Opinions that we-condemn, for 'tis plain 


we have nothing to do with Perſons. Socinianiſm Mr. 
P. himſelf calls graviſimum Crimen, a moſt heavy or 

dangerous Crime, p. 154. In the ſame Page, he ſays 
of their Opinions, that they are nefanda Dogmata, i. e, 
Horrible, curſed Opinions, Opinions not fit to be ſpo- 


ken of. The Title that he gives it, P. 1 57, is immanis 
Here ſis, i. e. an Hereſy outragious, loathſome, or ex- 
ceeding great: And a few Lines after he calls it Peſtis, 
by which 1 ſuppoſe nothing leſs can be meant, than 


that this is a Plague that is moſt fatal to the Souls of 


Men. Theſe Characters, I think, axe very juſt, but 


can never ſuit any Notions that don't touch the Vitals 


of Chriſtianity. We think with Mr. P. in 1710, chat 
what is ſaid by him of Sxcinianiſm, is juſtly applicable 
thereto, and for much the ſame Reaſons that ' tis ap- 


plicable to Arianiſm too. They both ſtrike at the 


Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion. And if Mr. 
P. and his Brethren can make it never ſo clear that 
„ = "3 this 
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this doth not concern them, which yet they have not 
thought fit to do, I don't ſee that the Aſſembly can be 
blam'd the more upon that Account, ſeeing 'twas not 
_ their Deſign to condemn Men, hut to ſhew their Ab- 


indebted for our Being 
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horrence of theſe Notions, which they thought were 


condemn'd by the ſacred Scriptures. I hope it doth 


not argue a Neglect of Juſtice or Mercy that our pre- 


tended Orthodoxy, as Mr. P. calls it, hath led us to 
this; and J leave it with him to conſider, whether it 
be either juſt or merciful to calumniate a Body of 


Men upon all Occaſions with ſuch Severity, and, for 


any Ni, that appears to the contrary, without 
„ oo. e OO TOS OTE} 


- 


1 can't ſee, notwithſtanding any thing Mr. P. ſays, 


P. 25, 26. but that by the Notions we condemn, there 
is a Change made as to the Object of Worſhip. The 
rent Object of Worſhip that I find propos'd to us in 
Scripture is the ſupreme God. The Jews are expreſ- 
ly requir'd, Exodus 34. 14. to worſhip no other God 
than the God of 1ſrae!, who was the living, and true, 
and 1 God; and this they were not to do, be- 
cauſe 5 
Glory to another. Tis not ſaid, ſays Biſhop Burnet, 
_ © that they ſhould not worſhip any as God, till they 


e was a jealous God, and would not give his 


« had a Precept or Declaration for it; there is no Re- 


4 ſerve for any ſuch time, but they are plainly forbid 
„ to worſhip any but the Great God, becauſe he was 
one and was jealous of his Glory*.” And that the 
Chriſtian Religion hath deliver'd nothing inconſiſtent 
with the Jewiſh in this Particular, is evident from that 


of our bleſſed Saviour, Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the 


Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve. Indeed, there 
no one beſides the ſupreme God, that is fit to be the 


Object of our Adorations. Tis to him that we are 
is our God, and we are the People of his Paſture and the Sbeep 
of his Hands, And for this reaſon ſhould we worſhip, 
and fall down, and kneel before him, becauſe be is our Maker, 


Palm 95.6. ). Which Words, I obſerve, have a ma- 
nifeſt Reference to that God whom the Jeus tempted, 


— 
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Proceedings at Exo x. 45 


which, according to the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 9. was our 
bleſſed Saviour. There is none, beſides the ſupreme 


God that knows the Hearts or Wants of all Mankind, 
or can pretend to furniſh them with ſuitable Supplies; 


and therefore as twould be Idolatry to worſhip an infe- 


rior Being, ſo alſo would it be fooliſh and molt abſurd. 
Accordingly, one great Deſtgn of Chriſtianity is to 
take us won Idols, and engage us to ſerve the living God, 

9 Acts 17. 29. We are not to ub and ſerve the Crea- 
: ture be ſides the Creator, Rom. x. 25. Nor to do Service to 
them that by Nature are no Gods, Gal. 4. 8. This was 
the Wickedneſs of the Heathens, and 'twas not only 

wicked becauſe they did it without a Command; but 

_ becauſe twas derogatory to the Honour of the true 


God, and could never therefore, as I apprehend, be 


commanded by him. To worſhip God, the ſupreme _ 


God, the God that creates, ſuſtains, redeems, and 
ſanctifies, and none beſides, is the Language of the 
Old and New Teſtament ; and therefore, to worſhip 


any other with religious Worſhip, is plainly to change 


the Object of Worſhip. Tis to ſet up an inferior, ſub- 
_ ordinate, dependent Being, inſtead of him who can 


only deſerve our Worſhip, becauſe God over all, bleſ- 


ſed for evermore. 


Il take it for granted that 'twill be allow'd, that our 


Saviour. is one whom we are to worſhip. We are to 


call upon the Name of the Lord, Rom. 10. 13. And to wor- 
foip bim becauſe be u our Lord, Palm 45. 11. We are 


to worſhip him as Thom did after his Reſurrection, 
John 20.28. We are to worſhip him as the Diſciples 
did at the time of his Aſcenfiov, Luke 24, 52. We 


are to worſhip him as the Apoſtles did when they were 


* 


about to chuſe a new Apoſtle, 4# 1. 24 25. And as 


of all Controverſy that our Saviour is to be worſhip'd; 


we were made. As one by whom we were ſuſtain'd. 


As one by whom we have been redeem'd. As one that 
ſearcheth the Heart and Rein, and will give to every one ac- 


cor ing to by Works, © Every Act of Worſhip, ſays 


| St. Paul did when he bad 4 Thurn in the Fleſb, &o. 2 Cor. | 
12.8. There is a great deal beſides this to put it out 


and this is what he hath a Right to, as one by whom 


Biſhop Burnet, external and internal, is directed to 


« him 


«wg. "7 IF os i adn 
us A Dre of the 
ix him as its proper Objeck.“ The fame might be 
prov'd' concerning the H. Ghoſt. And therefore, if 
we worſhip theſe only as ſubordinate and inferior Be. 
* ings, with a ſubordmire and i ferior Worſhip, we wor- 
hip them as the Heathens did their Idols, and the 
Object of Worſhip is chang'd. We allow notwith- 
tand ing that we are to direct our Worſhip to the Fa- 
ther, that we are to bow our Kuees to the God and Father 
of dur Lord Jeſu Chriſt „and through Our only Mediator, | 
the Man Criſt Feſus,” to ba ve Acceſs by one Spirit unto the _ 
"Father, but not excluſively of the Son and H. 'Ghoſt. 
Tis not derogatory to our Saviour that we 'thus wor- 
ip the Father, nor yet to the Father that we honour | 
re Son as we do bim. : j1 the ſacred T bree are reprefent- 
ed as having theſe glorious Perfections, and as having : 
that near Relation to us, that challenge the beſt Ho- 
mage that we are N of paying. I have ſaid the 
more upon this Head, to ſhew that it is not a mere 
Speculation that we differ about, but the Object of 
Worſhip, and becauſe 1 think the Argument is deciſive 
JJ ᷣ TT 103-402: 200 
=. I here is N apprehend that Mr. P. offers, 
p. 26. to ſhew that the Nature of Chrift's Satisfaction 
is not alter d by the Notions that have been lately ad- 
yanc'd. What his own Notion of Satisfaction is, he is 
not pleas'd to tell us, and perhaps there was this 
ſubſtantial Reaſon for it, that he foreſaw it would not 
be pleaſing to the World. Nor is he ſo kind to let us 
Know, what theſe Conceits of Men abbut the Satis- 
faction of Chriſt are, that have expos'd Chriſtianity. 
He apprehended, perhaps, if he ſhould be too open 
on; this Head, be ſhould expoſe himſelf, The common 
Notion of Satisfaction is, that our Saviour hath paid 
down ſuch a valuable Price for the Redemption and 
Salvation of an Apoſtate World, as is equivalent to 
what the Sinner muſt otherwiſe have endur'd, ſo that 
God may now be juſt, and yet the Fuſtiſier of ſuch as be- 
lie ve. s this we conclude, we think, with the _ 
ſtrongeſt Evidence, the tranſcendant, infinite Dignity + 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, becauſe no one, we apprehend, _ 
beſides a Perfon of ſuch glorious Excellencies, could de- 
liver us from the infinite Miſery that was due.to-Sin. 
5 1 „NM. N. 
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* , Miſery; Perhaps 


WM the Ser iptures do F eak. . of Sin as deſerving an infinite ( 


1 not that Death that is the Wages of Sin a Miſery of an 


the, Laa, and the Wrath to come, from which Chriſt is 
ſaid; to deliver us, ſuch Calamities as the Sinner muſt | 
have endur'd for everlaſting , Ages without a Saviour? 1 
If, theſe are the juſt. Deſerts of Sin, (and ſuch the '1 
are, or elſe they would never have been threaten'd or 9 
inflicted by a righteous, God) they are properly Miſe- 
ries of an infinite Nature, becauſe of a boundleſs Du- 
ration, and ſuch, I believe, as Mr. P. can't ſo well tell 
how we might have been deliver'd from with the Secu- 
rity of the divine Honour and Government, unleſs he, 
who was in the Form of, Gorl, and thougbt it no Robbery to 
be equal with God, bad taken upon bim the Form of a, Ser- 
vant, made himſelf of no Reputation, been made in the Like 
neſs of Men, been found in Faſhion of a Man, bad bumbled 
himſelf, and became. obedient unto Death, even the Dratb of- 
the Croſs. Tis very obvious that we may with the Ho- 
nour and Safety of the Divine Government be forgiven . 
and ſaved when ſuch an ample Satisfaction is made: 
But that any inferior, ſubordinate Being ſhould ſatisfy, . 
is. What ſome have ſaid, but not prov'd. And indeed the 1 
Socinians, who deny the true and proper Divinity of}. 
Chriſt, are ſo fair as to deny that there is any proper 
Satisfaction, as ſenſible, I ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Satis 
faction cannot be maintain'd upon other Principles. 
And how it can be maintain'd upon Arian Principles 1 
 than's in ale token. um . Zi 
thought Mr. P. might have perceiv'd, without any... 
conſiderable Difficulty, how the Notions lately ad- 
vanc'd tend to ſhake People's Faith in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. This is not by urging them as the only Rule af 
their Faith, and to ſtudy them with the utmolt Care, 
Tec. No, in this we entirely agree with Mr. P. And 
beſidles, we ſhould, never have inſiſted upon Articles, 
Oatechiſms, and a collective Senſe of the Aſſembly, if 
de had not obſerv'd how the Scriptures have lately 
been: turn'd and wreſted, becauſe in their plain and 


moſt obvious Senſe and Signification they could not be $ 
a | brought f 
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48 Devi xe ft 
brought to favour thofe Notions that were thought by 
ſome to be moſt rational, and agreeable to the Princi- 


bim and for bim, and made by him as God 


F . . 4 
7 \ wo ® | ve 224 MY CE IR 
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75 of natural Religion. We {aw how notoriouſly the 


Words of Scripture were abus'd, and therefore; it poſ- 
fible, were willing to hold Perſons to the 8 
ny, = in other Words; not out of any Diſlike to 
the 8 0 
a Diſlike of thoſe Abuſes that many had put upon the 
ſacred Scriptures. And that the late Luitarians, as 
ſome of them affect to call themſelves, have very 
much ſunk the Honour of thoſe ſacred Writings , 
which are the Teft .and Standard of our Religion, is 
moſt plain. And this I take to be the great Reaſon 
why they are ſo much applauded and encourag'd by all 
the Deiſts. They imagine, I ſuppoſe, when they have 
Part of Revelation, they'll throw off 
others in a little time, and fo by degrees bring the Bi- 


enſe of 


ords of the H. Ghoſt, he is our Witnels, but from 


thrown off this 


ble into as little Credit as the Doctrine of the Trinity. 
There is a mighty Harmony, tis plain, between 


Deiſts and Unitarians, and the latter have greatly 
ſtrengthen'd the Hands of the former. And how can 
it be expected it ſhould be otherwiſe, when they don't 
only queſtion the Authority of particular Texts of 
Scripture, but raiſe Objections againſt entire Books, 
: an unknown Original to the 
ſacred Canon? Mult it not leſſen Mens Veneration for 
the ſacred Scriptures, when they ſhall read of our Sa- 
viour in their Bibles, that he is God over all, bleſſed ſor 


and add new Books o 


evermore, and be told that this muſt be underſtood: in a 


Senſe that is applicable to an inferior ſubordinate Be- 


ing? When they ſhall read that al! 15 were made by 


| | , and ſhall be 
told that nothing more can be imported hereby, than 


that they were made by him as God's Inftrument ? 
And further, Men won't eafily think that theſe Wri- 


tings are divinely inſpir'd, if it be true what the Wri- 
ters upon this Controverſy ſay, that thoſe Paſſages in 
the Old Teſtament concerning the great Self-exiſtent 


Jehovab, which are apply'd by the Apoſtles to our Sa- 
viour in the New, are only apply'd by way of Alluſion 
and Accommodation, and not as Proofs of what the 
Apoſtles ſay of him. And further, If Perſons will re- 


ceive nothing but what they are able to comprehend, 


9 
* 


* 8 
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Proceedings at Exon. 49 
as many of our Unitarians will not; *tis eaſy to foretel 
what muſt become of ſome Parts of Revelation, yea of 
all Religion in a little time. I can't help thinking, 


that the Cauſe of Deiſm and Infidelity is much pro- 


moted by the late Writers againſt the Trinity, The 
Deiſts plainly ſee that they are, and will | fear have 


too large a Harveſt of Proſelytes from amongſt them 
in a little time, when they have already receiv'd ſome 
Firſt Fruits. „„ e 


I fo far agree with what Mr. P. fays in the next 


Paragraph, b. 27. that we ſhould not only mark t hoſe that 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Dofrines they 
ba ve learned, but conſider from whom they learned them ; and 


that they ought carefully to examine the ſacred Scrip- 


| tures, to ſee whether they can find the Doctrines they 
embrac'd contain'd in them. We are ſo far from 
looking upon this as dangerous, that we wiſh our 

People would read the Scriptures more; and if they 
have any Notions that are not ſcriptural, that they 
would give them up. For whatever may be popular-- 


ly and artfully inſinuated to the contrary, the Scrip- 
ture is what we glory in, and admire God for. We 


own no other Rule, We know no other. And nothing 


is there that doth afflict us more, than to obſerve how 


groſly the Scriptures are perverted to ſupport and coun- 
tenance the worſt of Errors. We ſhall have no Contro- 
verſy with Mr. P. or Brethren, if they don't hold No- 


tions that are contrary to Scripture ; but can't, how- 


ever, ſo readily believe that they have done nothing to 


_ cauſe Diviſions and Offences. *Tis known to every 
Body, that there was formerly a moſt defirable Har- 


mony among us, and that this is broken by the Oppo- 


fition made by ſome, not by us, to the Doctrine of the 


Trinity. Let Perſons but once return to their old 
Faith, and we ſhall ſoon return to our old Harmony, and 


there is no one can do more, or I believe ſo much as 
Mr. P. can to make Peace among us. If his Notions 
be the ſame as formerly they were, why will he not 
promote the Peace of the Church, by declaring ſo 

much? But if they be not, as both his Friends and 
Enemies believe they are not, I think, conſidering bis 
Weight and vaſt Authority with ſeveral of bis 


Brethren, he can't be fo eafily excus'd from having no 
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50 A Drrence of the 
hand in the Breaches that are amongſt us. "Twas in | 
his Power to have prevented them, in a great Meaſure, [2 
and fo it is to heal them again. „ | iS, 
What we mean by the Form of found Words, Mr. 
P. muſt ſee by the Scripture we refer to in our Account, 2 
viz, 2 Tim. 1. 13, and therefore, I don't ſo well under- 'F 
ſand, how he could ſuppoſe, as p. 27.“ That we mean 9 
the Articles of the Church of Eugland, or the 
« Aſſembly's Catechiſm; and 'tis very ſtrange he 
* ſhould not ſuppoſe the contrary.” We believe, 
indeed, the firſt Article of the Church of England, 
and think the better. of the Church for it's Soundneſs 
in the Faith. We believe alſo the Anſwers in the Af- 
ſembly's Catechiſm, and look upon both to be ſound 
Summaries of Faith: But we therefore look upon 
them as ſuch, becauſe agreeable to Scripture, with 
which we have carefully compar'd them. Let Mr. P. 
prove that they are not, and we are ready to give them 
up. But whilſt we look upon them as true, and con- 
taining the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall think 
ourſelves oblig'd to hold them faſt. And I, muſt beg ö 
leave to put Mr. P. in Mind, that it won't follow from 
his being ready to ſubſcribe the Words of Scripture, 
that he holds the Scriptures as faſt as his Brethren do. 
There are none that do this, but ſuch as hold the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus. And Mr. P. muſt know, that 
many of thoſe can never do this, that own the Words 
of Scripture, unleſs all the contrary Doctrines can 
be true, that are pretended to be built on thele 
__*Tis, I think, very uncharitable in Mr. P. to ſup- ; 
pole, as p. 27, 28. that when we adviſe Chriſtians to 2 
_ contend earneſtly (but ſoberly and chriſtianly) for the 
Faith, as it was once deliver'd to the Saints, © That : 
„giving him and his Brethren Names of Reproach * 
« 18 one of the Chriſtian Ways of contending that we 15 
« would recommend.“ And I would willingly know, 
in what Inſtances it is, that we ſo eagerly practiſe 
this Way ourſelves. There is no one but muſt ob- 
{erve what Terms of Reproach he gives the Aſſem- 
bly: ; but what reproachful thing have we ſaid of him, 
or any of his Brethren ? Had we ſaid of him, or any 
of his Brethren, that they believe the Son and the 
bad ©. . Ho F 
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Proceedings at Exo Nx. 51 


Holy Ghoſt to be one God with the Father, they 


would, 'tis probable, have look'd upon this as a Re- 


Proach to their Underſtandings : But as we have not 
ſaid this, ſo neither have we ſaid the contrary ; and I 


' heartily wiſh, for the ſake of Chriſtianity, and the 
Peace of the Church, that they would for ever put it 


out of our Power to ſay or ſuppoſe it. We contend 


for no other Faith ourſelves; nor would we have 


others to contend for any, but what is deliver'd in 
the Scriptures. If we manifeſt a Concern for the Ar- 


ticle of the Church, or the Anſwers'of the Catechiſm, 
tis becauſe they give us, we apprehend, the true 


Senſe of Scripture. And as long as we think ſo, 


*twould be ſomething worſe than an amazing Abſur- 
_ dity if we ſhould not contend for them: But I think 


the Abſurdity, if any, now lies ſomewhere on the 


other fide, that they ſo violently run down Creeds and 
Catechiſms without Cauſe, and contend for ſomething, 


which tho* Mr. P. may know what it is, yet ſome 


others, I am fatisfy'd, hardly do 'till he {hall tell 
them. And whether he will fully publiſh his Opi- 


nions or no, that they, or the World, may be the 


wiſer for the Diſcovery, I can't ſay. Tis known that 


Mr. P. wants no Ability to ſpeak plainly. And ſome, 


I ſuppoſe, would be. glad to know his Notions, to 


contend for them, and form their own. | 
I can't but wonder, that Mr. P. ſhould charge us 


with an implicite Faith in the ſame Paragraph, where 
(according to his complaiſant Way of Writing)! we 


have ſo nobly told what the good Foundation is, upon 
which the Hopes of Chriſtians, according to our 


Apprebenſions, can be eftabliſh'd, p. 28. I thought, 


to declare our Apprehenſions of the Senſe of Scripture, 
and the Importance of our Notions, was ſufficiently 
explicite. And if it be not, why is Mr. P. ſo very 


angry ? And why doth he charge us with ſuch groſs 


Uncharitableneſs for telling our Mind? I think the 
Aſſembly bave been frank and open as Chrifl ins, and 
eſpecially Miniſters ſhould be, in declaring what they 


take to be the Counſel of God. If we are miſtaken 
in declaring what we apprehend to be the Scripture- 


Foundation of a Chriſtian's Hope, we ſhall be ready, 
no doubt, to retract it upon. Conviction: But how can 
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52 A DereNce of the 

it be uncharitable to tell the World what we take to 
be the Mind and Will of God, and to be ſettled by 
himſelf as a Term of Salvation? Mr. P. I don't 


doubt, will eafily allow, that ſome Things are neceſ- £ 
ſary to be believ'd, and others to be done, in order 4 

to Salvation: Nor can I ſuppoſe, but that he ſome- E 
times tells his People what theſe great and neceſſary 1 
Things are, and that in other than the Words of the 3 


Holy Ghoſt. When therefore we are expreſly told 
by our Saviour himſelf, John 8. 24. That if we believe 1 
not that he is he, ue ſhall die in our Sins ; What if by | 
conſidering what is ſaid of our Saviour in that Chap- 
ter, and by comparing the Old and New Teſtament 
together, we ſhould take it to be the true and proper 
Import of theſe Words, that if we believe not that 
Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, and conſequently according 
to the general 'I'enour of Scripture, perfect God and 
perfect Man, we render ourſelves obnoxious to Death? 
What if we thought, that agreeably to Scripture the 
Words could not be juſtly taken in another Senſe ? 
And ſo again, when the Apoſtle tells us, 2 Pet. 2. 1. | 
That if we deny the Lord that bought us, ae are guilty of 1 
a damnable Hereſy, and ſball bring upon ourſelves a ſwift 4 
Deſtruction: What if we ſhould take the true Meaning 
to be, that thoſe are guilry of this Hereſy, and lay _ 
themſelves open to this Condemnation, who deny Jeſus 5 
Chriſt to be their only Maſter, God, and Lord? Jude 4. ; 
Would it be at all uncharitable to tell the World, that E| 
we thus underſtand the ſacred Scriptures ? Again, what x 
if we think we juſtly argue from the Baptiſmal Form, 
that ſuch as deny the true and proper Godhead of 
Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt, have no claim to Baptiſm, 
and ſo no Covenant Right to Salvation, are we at all 
to be blam'd, that we acquaint the World with our 
Apprehenfions? And finally, what if we apprehend, 
that the Denial of the true and proper Godhead of 
either of the Sacred Three mult . unavoidably lead 
Perſons to the Neglect of that Love, Worſhip, and 
Obedience, that are neceſſary to Salvation, and due 
to God :8 our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, or 
as comprehending Father, Son, and Holy Gholt ; muſt 
we, thro? Fear of being uncharitable, forbear to ac- 
quaint Perſons that we take this to be the Senſe of 
1 Scripture? 
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Proceedings at Ex oN. 53 
Scripture? Yea, is it not the indiſpenſable Duty of 
: Miniſters to tell the People, how according to them 
4 they are to underſtand the Sacred Writings? This is 
3 the utmoſt that the Aſſembly pretend to. What Al- 19 

5 8 God may make to ſome Men they don't ſay. 9 
| Nor how far God may regard a general Repentance i 
2 for involuntary Errors they don't ſay. They don't 
3 pretend to determine the Everlaſting Fate of this or 
* the other particular Perſon. They only declare what 
: a Riſque Men run, according to them, by embracing 
ſuch Errors; and this is ſo far from being unchari- 
table, that they think, they ſhould not at ſuch a time 
as this have been faithful to Chriſt, and to the Souls 
of Men, if they had not told them, that the Doctrine _ 
of the Trinity is in their Apprehenſions a Funda- 1 
mental Doctrine, not a ſuppos'd Fundamental, as 1 
3 Mr. P. calls it, but ſuch as is ſcriptural and real. % 
F I can't think but the Aſſembly had reaſon to ſay, 
F that this Doctrine is that which the Chriſtian Churches 
' have agreed and centred in throughout almoſt all the 
Ages of Chriſtianity. But Mr. F. would be glad to 
: know, Whether thoſe Ages, that are excepted in 
the Word alnoſt, are not the firſt and beſt, and 
„ more worthy to be regarded than the Antichriſtian 
« Ages that followed them; and tells us, that he can't 
1 „ find our Faith to have been received before the 
| fourth Century, if then, Sc, F. 28, 19. l can 
4 aſſure Mr. P. that *twas not intended that the firſt and 
beſt Ages ſhould be excepted, but ſome of thoſe Ages 
that ſucceeded the Riſe of Arianiſm, or thoſe Anti- 
chriſtian Ages that he ſpeaks of, We mean thoſe Ages 
under Conſtantius and ſome other Emperors, when Per- 
| ſons dar'd not openly profeſs this Doctrine, but at their 
utmoſt Per.], Mr. P. I ſuppoſe, could not be unappriz'd, 
that theſe are the Ages that we except; and lam very ſor- 
ry, that he ſhould ſo much as inſinuate, that our Doctrine ä 
of the Trinity is an Antichriſtian Doctrine, or at leaſt, ul 
that it was in an Antichriſtian Age that it ſprang up. 2 * 
I hope, after this, we ſhall not be cenſur'd for ground- 1 
leſs Jealouſies concerning the Faith of ſome Perſons; | 
nor yet if we are afraid that Mr. V. hath departed 
from the Faith that is received amongſt us ; For if 
our Faith be not the Faith of the firſt and beſt Ages, ' 
| or 
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3 A Dnrtncr of the | | 
or thllt which obtain'd in the Church before the fourth 
Eenhity, Chafity won't allow us to ſappoſe, that this 
%. the Faith Mr. P. ſticks to. However J can't but 
wonder very much, that a Man of Mr, P's. Learnin 
und inquiſitive Temper ſhould not be able to nd 
| = our Faith was receiv'd before the fourth Century, 
C ( 
There is no one that reads the learned Works of 
8. P. K. but muſt allow, that he hath been a great In- 
quirer into Ecclefiaſtical Antiquity; but ſo Tir is he 
om being of Mr. P.'s Mind, that he fays, that the 
Articles inſerted in the Creed by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, were the Articles of the Exiſtence of God, the 


1 Trinity, Sc. * In another Place, ſpeaking of the Fi- 


lation and Divinity of our Saviour, he ſays, that this 
Article of the Creed hath been coeval with Chriſtiani- 
ty. f And the fame, he ſays, concerning the Article 
of the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt; and adds, that if ſo 
much be not ſaid in Antiquity, concerning the Divinity 
and Perſon of the Hily Ghoſt as there is of our Saviour, 
*tis becauſe there was not ſo great a Controverſy in 
the Primitive Church concerning theſe Things. He 
fays of the Macedonians, that they were the firit Here- 
ticks, who owning the Divinity of the Son, directly 
attack'd that of the Holy Ghoſt alone. What is ſaid 
by this Great Man, is alſo {aid by a great many other 
learned Perſons. - Dr. hit by will be allow'd, I ſup- 

pole, to have been alſo a great Inquirer into Primitive 
Antiquity. Now he aſſures us, in his Book de vera 
Deitate Cbriſti, p. 59, &c. that St. Barnabas, Ignatius, Po- 
lycarp, Juſtin Martyr, Atbhenagoras, renews, Tertullian, Cy- 
prian, &c. do all agree in their Teſtimony concerning 
the Divinity of our Saviour. And others have made 
it as evident, that the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt 
was as ſtrongly aſſerted by the Antinicene Fathers. I 
am ſenſible it may be retorted concerning Dr. # bu- 
by, that he hath lately attempted to invalidate the Te- 
ſtimonies that are brought out of Antiquity by himſelf. 
and Bp. Bull, to confirm us in the Belief of the Tri- 
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» Critical Hiſt. of the Creed, p. 35. t dem p. 137, 138. - 
| 4 þ- 317, 318, 319. 2 


Proceedings at Eno. 55 
nity: But yet, the Evidence of Truth is ſo ſtrong 
and clear, that in the Beginning of this very Perform- 
ance he tells us, that he could not thoroughly under- 
Rand Dr. Clark's Opinion, nor yet depart from his own, 
i. e. I take it his former Opinion concerning the true 
| Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, And further, I think there is 
a great deal in what Dr. Vaterland ſays of Dr. W bitby, 
. in his late excellent Performance, * that there is a 
1 great deal of Fallacy, Defett, Miſquotation, Miſconſtruc- 
tion, Miſrepreſentation, &c, that runs thro' Dr. Whitby's 
late Book. And if any will give themſelves the Trou- 
ble to read what this accompliſh'd Author (who hath 
alſo been a great Inquirer into Antiquity) ſays, they'll 
| ſee much reaſon to be ſatisfy'd, that the receiv'd Doc- 
trine of the Trinity is not only ſupported by Scripture 
and Reaſon, but Antiquity alſo. I ſhall only mention one 
more, that | believe Mr. P. muſt allow to be a very great 
Reader, and a great Man, and that is Bp. Burnet, who 
ſays, F © Tt is no ſmall Confirmation of the Truth of 
this Doctrine, that we are certain it was univerſally. 
receiv'd over the whole Chriſtian Church, long be- 
<* fore there was either a Chriſtian Prince to ſupport it 
* by his Authority, or a Council to eſtabliſh it by 
* Conſent : And indeed the Council of Nice did no- 
* thing but declare what was the Faith of the Chri- 
* ſtian Church, with the Addition only of the Word 
C0ynſubſtantial: For if all other Words of the Creed 
& ſettled at Nice are acknowledg'd to be true, that of 
* the Three Perſons being of one Subſtance will fol- 
“low from thence by a juſt Conſequence. We know, 
*© both by what Tertullian and Novatian writ, what 
« was the Faith both of the Roman and African 
“ Churches. From Ireeus we gather the Faith both 
© of the Gallican and the Aſiatick Churches. And 
& the whole Proceedings in the Caſe of Smo ſate- 
„Hus, that was the ſolemneſt Buſineſs that paſt while: 
« the Church was under Oppreſſion and Perſecution, 
give us the molt convincing Proof poſſible, not only. 
of the Faith of the Eaſtern Churches at that time, 
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Artner of the 

„but of their Zeal likewiſe in watching againſt eve- 
ry Breach that was made in fo ſacred a Part of their 

Tut and Depo ſttum. is evident by what I have 

faid, that other great Men can find in Antiquity what 

Mr. P. can't. Nor can I find, that even Dr. Clark, and 

Mr. , biſ ion have by all their Skill been able to diſprove 
what theſe ſay. But I have no Intention to offer any 

more concerning the Senſe of the beſt Ages of Chriſti- 

anity. We have no further Reverence for any, how 

ancient ſoe ver, than they are guided by Scripture. To 
theſe, and not to Fathers, and Agreement o Churches, 
we direct our People, and by theſe would we have 

them to form their Notions. However, it can't but be 
| ſome Satisfaction to us, when there is a Harmony be- 
tween us and the beſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church. 
IJ can't be ſure, how probable ſoever it may ſeem, 
that *tis Mr. P's Defign in his next Paragraph, p. 29- 
to infinuate that we are as much miſtaken as to the 
Oredenda of Religion, or Articles of Faith, as the Anti- 
nomi ans are as to the Aꝛtenda, or Rules of Practice. If 
this be intended, *rwill follow, I think; that we can 
no more be ſaved if we act conſiſtently with our own 

Principles, than an Antinomian can if he acts by his, 
which deny the Neceſſity of Repentance and Holineſs, 
as the Conditions of Bleſſedneſs. I hope we have 
ſald nothing more uncharitable than this, if this be 
Mr. P.'s Meaning. And if the Doctrine of the Trinity 

be really ſo dangerous to the Souls of Men, 'tis hig! 
time, as Mr. P. ſpeaks, that there ſhould be a new Re- 
formation. And I wonder that a Man of his Spirit 
and Senſe hath not been more open and active in it: 
But we can't yet be convinc'd that ther is any Occa- 
ion for it in this Reſpect, but conclude, and we hope 
upon ſure Grounds, that we have been contending for 
the Faith that as at firſt deliver d to the Saints, the Faith 
in which we truſt many Millions have been ſaved ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Direction, and more will. And 
we chus'd to expreſs our ſelves thus, to ſhew that we 
are not inclin'd to ſet up as Judges of thoſe that differ 
from us, tho' at the ſame time we can't hel p conclu- 
ding, that they hold very dangercus and pernicious 
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Tis on the Account of theſe Errors, that we think 
with Concern on the ſad Eſtate of the Church of God 
in our Day. Theſe have occaſion'd the Factions and 
Diviſions, and uncharitable Zeal that Mr. P. complains 
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of, . 29. and are to be found among Chriſtians. Be- 0 9 | 
fore theſe ſprung up, and troubled the Churches, there —_— 
was never a more perfect Harmony among Diſſen- 1 
ters. "Tis fince Dr. Clark, Mr. piston, &c. have writ 1 | 
| en the Trinity, that there have been ſuch loud al 
Complaints againſt Impoſition and Perſecution, about 1 
School Terms, and new Articles of Faith. Before 1 
theſe new Lights brake forth, we were thought to 7 
keep to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, to teach no o- 1 
ther Doctrines than what are taught in Scripture. And il 
if we may judge by Mr. P.'s own Writings and Diſ- Ll! 


courſes, we may believe that even he himſelf would 
formerly have ſpoke in the very Language of the Aſ- 
ſembly ; call'd theſe Notions that are new vented un- 
ſound Doctrines, very repugnant to the Myſtery of Gedli- 
neſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh. This is the Scripture My- 
ſtery that ſome oppoſe, and we contend for; and 
therefore it can't he difficult to determine whether 
they, or we, have contributed moſt to the Calamities of 
the Church of God, till it can be better prov'd than 
it hath been, that thoſe Doctrines are Miſtakes 
that we were in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of, or that 
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| our bleſſed Saviour is only an inferior ſubordinate f 
FE > „ „ ; 
: We can't help thinking with St. Pail of our bleſſed 


Saviour, That be is God over all, bleſſed for evermore, and 
that he, together with the Father, and the H. Ghoſt, 
are the one God whom Chriſtians are oblig'd to love 

and worſhip. They are repreſented in Scripture as 
having the ſame glorious Perfections, as doing the 

ſame Works, and acting in the moſt perfect Harmony. 
On ſuch Accounts we conclude them to be the one 1 

God. And therefore, how marvellous ſoever it may 
ſeem to Mr. P. p. 30; yet to others it molt plainly 55 
pears that the Unity of the Godhead is ſtruck at, by 


— — og a 


0 


—— mn ＋— : 224 
— 


making our Saviour and the H. Ghoſt to be only infe- —_ 
rior and ſubordinate Beings. Tis undeniable that 1 
theſe have the Stile, Title, and Character of God in _ 
the ſacred Writings. And if theſe are ſome of the } | 
5 H | Goas — 

ö 


— rr 
— N = 


58 A Drrxxcrofthe 

Gods many, as Mr. P. ſeems to infinuate, that the A- 

poſtle would exclude from the Unity of the Godhead, 
when he ſays, that they are Chriſtians of St. Paul's ſort,to 
whom there is but one God the Father, x Cor. 8. 6. I would fain 
know whether, according to the Apoſtle, they are =_ 
better than Idols, and ſuch as are Nothing in the World. 
think 'tis clear, and out of all Controverſy, that the 

Apoſtle in that Chapter is ſpeaking of Heathen Idols, 

and that he no more les the Son and H. Ghoſt. 

from being the one God, than he doth the Father in 

the Words that follow from being the ove Lord, And 
ſuch an Infinuation, I think, as puts the Son and the 
H. Ghoſt upon a Level with the Heathen Idols, is ſuf- 

_ fficiently derogatory to the Honour of both. The Al- 
ſembly, I hope, have neither ſaid, or infinuated any 
thing fo derogatory to the Honour of the Father; if 

they ſpeak of the Son and H. Ghoſt as equal to him, 

*tis becauſe they think the general Tenour of the Bible 

(to uſe Mr. P.'s Phraſe) looks plainly this way; nor is 

it with them any Proof to the contrary, that God ſent 

his Son into the World, and that both Father and Son 
are {aid to ſend the H. Ghoſt. This is fairly con- 
ſiſtent with the Equality we ſpeak of, and imports no 


ſuch Subordination of Nature and Perfections as ſome 5 


contend for. Fs. e 
I Mr. P. can be ſure for himſelf and Brethren, that 
they are not departed from the Unity of the Faith 
throughout the Churches, or renounc'd any Principle 
of our common Chriſtianity, as he ſays, b. 30. we are 
very glad if it appear that we have not loſt thoſe who 
have very valuable Abilities, both natural and ac- 
quir'd, to do a great deal of Service in the Church of 
_ Chriſt, and as much Right as other Perſons to fix 
what the Principles of common Chriſtianity are. We 
are entirely ſatisfy'd that the Doctrine of the Trinity 
as held by us is one of thoſe Principles. We don't de- 
fire that Perſons ſhould take it upon our bare Word that 
it 18 ſuch; nor would we that People take it upon 
Mr. P.'s Word that it is not, till he hath prov'd, as 
well as ſuggeſted, that the preſent Unity of the 
Churches, as to this Doctrine, is not a ſcriptural Unity, 
_ pn that the Churches of Chriſt, from the . 
23 r ON: 
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of Chriſtianity have been miſtaken as to this grand 


? 


Article of their Faith. 


The Aſſembly and Mr. P. have the Happineſs of 


agreeing in the next Head of Advice. But for this, I 
muſt believe we are oblig'd to a ſuppos'd Advantage 
that Mr. P. thinks he hath, p. 31. from the Apollle's 


Words of laſhing the Aſſembly as Creed-Makers and 


Supplanters of the Apoſtolical Doctrine. I am very 
ſure we are as willing as any can be to make the A- 
poſtle's Doctrine che Teſt of Truth. We are not ſen- 
fible that we have any Creed our ſelves that is contra- 


ry to this Doctrine, nor would we make any ſuch for 
other Perſons : But *tis eaſy for any to infinuate things 
that they can't prove, and for want of Arguments to 


give Names of Reproach.To call Men Perſecutors, Iaþoſers, 
Creed-Makers, is a ſufficient Confutation of the Doctrine 
of the Trinity with ſome Men. Let any thing be 


prov'd upon us, by which we have ſupplanted the A- 


oſtolical Doctrine, and we are ready to renounce it. 


Vhat the Apoſtle offers in the Paſſage quoted by 


Mr. P. is we think far from being a Confutation of the 


received Doctrine. We never denied that Chriſt had a 


Head over him, conſider'd as Man and Mediator: But 
if we conſider him in the Form of God, ſo he never 


thought it to be any Robbery to be equal with God, In this 
Senſe he and the Father are one, and not greater or 
leſs than one another. | | 


What Streſs as to the Proof of the Doftrine of the 


Trinity is to be laid on the Baptiſmal Form I have al- 


ready conſider'd, and by what hath been briefly of- 
fer'd to this Purpoſe, 'tis I hope evident that this is 


not ſuch an obſcure Revelation of the Doctrine of the 


Trinity, as Mr. P. would have it. And beſides, he 


muſt know that there are a Multitude of other Paſſa- 


ges of Scripture that we build our Faith, as to the pro- 
per Divinity of our Saviour and the, H. Ghoſt, upon. 
Nor is it any Argument that we are miſtaken, that he 


gives us the hard Name of mercileſs Men. We make 


no Terms of Salvation for other Perſons. We only 


declare what we think a merciful God requires. And 


if leſs will ſatisfy Mr. P. than will ſatisfy us, we 
mult leave him to ſtand or fall to his own. Maſter, who 
krows how to have Compaſſion not only on thoſe that are igno 
| 3 5 rant, 
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60 A Drrincr of the 
rant, but thoſe who, notwithſtanding their great Kno- 
* may be out of the May. A ee ee. 
Mr. P. can't but allow, p. 32. that there are Myſteries 
of an unſearchable Depth in the Divine Nature. We 
can't by fearching find out God, we can't find out the 
Almighty to Perfection. For which reaſon we defire 
that all charitable Allowances may be made to us, and 
we are willing to make the {ame to other Perſons, We 
would not be raſh in judging any, not thoſe that ſay 


with Mr. P. they are perſwaded, there to Chriſtians but 


one God the Father, but will not ſay that the Son is God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt God in the ſame Senſe. What- 
ever Myſtery there may be in this, we don't think, 
that any thing is more clearly revealed in the ſacred 
_ Scriptures. And when we ſlay that they are God, we 
underſtand by the Term, the ſame that we do when 
we fay the Father is God, wiz, That as the Father 
hath the moſt glorious Perfections aſcrib'd to him, ſo 
hath the Son, and fo hath the Holy Ghoſt. In this 
we think the Scripture is moſt clear, and yet have 
Charity for thoſe that can't think as we do. And far- 
ther, we are under no doubt, but that 4 there are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Vord, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, jo theſe three are one: Nor is it owing to any 
additional Improvements of Convocations and Aſſem- 
blies as Mr. P. ſuggeſts, p. 33. but as we think re the 
Revelations of God himſelf, that we thus believe. 
We are led to ſuch a Faith by the expreſs Declarations 
of Scripture, and by thoſe high and magnificent 
Things that are there fad of our Saviour and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which we apprehend can't with any Truth 
or Propriety be aſcribd 
Theſe 2 we think are ſo clearly reveal'd in Scrip- 
ſuch vaſt Importance in Religion, that 
tho' we have never ſo much Charity for thoſe that 
have other Apprehenſions; yet we can't encourage 
their Miniſtry, by Ordination, or Recommendation, 
becauſe we think, that this would be to do an irre pa- 
rable Miſchief to the Church of Chriſt. And thee 
they may Cenſure us as refufing them, becauſe they 
can't fwallow the Myſteries that we would obtrude up- 
on their Underſtandings; yet this, like other Calum- 
| nies, to which we have of late been much accuſtom'd, 
1 18 


d to any but the ſupreme God. 
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is without all Foundktion. If we reje& any, tis not 
becauſe they can't allow of any myſterious unſearch- 
able Unity in the Divine Nature, but becauſe they 
won't allow our Saviour and the Holy Ghoit as ſu- 


preme God. And if we can't think of the Rejection 


of theſe Articles of our Faith, as ſome do; yet we 


think of them according to the beſt Light we have. 


And as we never ſeruple to allow it to others, ſo we 


hope that others will allow it to us, that we be ful'y 


perſwaded in our own Minds, „ 8 
I I wonder that Mr. P. ſhould be ſo much out of Tem- 


er, p. 33, at the Word Suh ſiſtence. Do the Afſ-mbly 
bo the leaſt ſtreſs upon this Word? have they urg'd 


it upon the Conſcience of any Perſon ? do they expect 


that any ſhould make it a Fart of their Creed? have 
they ever manifeſted the leaſt Fondneſs for the Word? 


and what Occaſion was there then, ſo ſolemnly to be- 
ſpeak the Attention of the People, and to make ſuch 
a frightful Exclamation as Mr. P. doth ? © Chriſtians, 
let me engage you to pauſe a little, and adore the 


« Goodneſs of God, . What a miſerable Wretch 
„ muſt I have been, if when God had given me an 
«© Underſtanding of my own, &c. I muſt have been 
« left to the Mercy of Men, and been for ever con- 


« demn'd, unleſs I could receive this abſurd and un- 


&« intelligible Language of the Schools? and make 
„that a Part of my Creed, which God has never de- 


« clar'd, and which the Men, who would urge it up- 
e on my Conſcience, can't tell how to explain?“ 


Would not any conclude from this moving Linguage, 


if they had not ſeen our Account, that we were 
about to tear up the very Foundations of Chriſtia- 


nity, and to ſet the Shonen upon the Apoſtles and 


Prophets? And yet after all, 'tis only for a ſingle 
Word, on which we build nothing at all, that we 
are made ſuch henjous Offenders. How happy is 
it for the Aſſembly, that they did not uſe more than 
theſe two offenſive Words, Perſon and Subſiſtence? 
And how ftrange is it, that we ſhould be clamour'd 


ſo often about the former, and hear of the latter with 
ſuch Surprize and Aſtoniſhnient, when we lay no man- 
ner of Srreſs upon one, and ſo little upon the other, 


that we have declar'd we could be as well ſatisfied in | 
ms another 
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62 ADE E NOE of the 
another Form that we have added, where the Word 
Perſon is not? Let me alſo in my Turn engage Chri- 
ſtians to pauſe a little, and conſider, how much Mr. P. 
muſt be diſpos'd to quarrel, that he makes ſuch a 
| Noiſe about Nothing. e e 5 
I am glad, I can find Mr. P. a little more calm 
in this Paragraph, and to allow that he can believe 
what God hath reveal'd, when the manner of the 


Thing is paſt his Underſtanding. Indeed, I don't fee 


how he could forbear allowing thus much, unleſs he 
had perfect adequate Ideas of all Things, and had an 
Underſtanding that could be the Meaſure of all Truth. 
However I ſcarce thought he would make ſuch a Con- 
ceſſion as this. I hope, in time he will allow, ſeeing 
*tis reveal'd in Scripture both directly and by Conſe- 
quence, that the Father is God, and the Son God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt God ; that they all may be God 
in the higheſt Senſe, and yet but one God; ſeeing 
if we receive the Scripture, we ſhould preſently fall 
into the Belief thereof, were we once able clearly to 
comprehend the Manner, or how this might be. What 
Mr. P. would be at in his Parentheſis, p. 34. I don't 
underſtand, nor what his Notion is about the Incar- 
nation of the Word. There are ſome, I know, that 
Tay, that Chriſt hath three Natures, Divine, Super- 
_ angelica], and Humane, and that the Divine aſſum'd 
the Superangelical before the World was, and that 
both in time were united to the Humane. If this 
Notion be Scriptural, *twill perhaps ſolve ſome Dif- 
ficulties about our Saviour's Miſſion, &c. But this I 
ſuppoſe can't be Mr. P.'s Notion ; nor is it to my pre- 
ſent purpoſe to determine the Truth or Falſhood of 
this Opinion. If we ſay with Mr. P. that we can 
give no Account of Chriſt's emptying himſelf, and. 
how he parted with his Glory, we may in the general 
believe, that he did this in Bae Senſe or other, be- 
cauſe *tis ſo declar'd, and yet place the Incarnation, 
as moſt Divines have done, in his being related to the 
humane Nature. And where we ſhould place it, un- 
lleſs in his partaking of Fleſh and Blood, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, or in his coming to Tabernacle in Fleſh, I con- 
feſs, I do not underſtand. I have no Difference with 
Mr, P. about the receiving of humane . in 
5 8 


| 
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Religion: But if he hereby intends, that the received 


Doctrine of the Trinity is ſuch, I can't help being of 
another Opinion, This I take to be part of the My- 


ſtery of the Faith, which I defire ever to hold with a 


good Conſcience, | | 
What the Aſſembly believe to be ſound Summaries 
of Faith don't appear to be otherwiſe by any thing 


Mr. P. hath offer'd. The Aſſembly have as great 4 


Veneration for the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, as any 
can have, and are ſorry, that by the wreſting of theſh 


Words there ſhould be any Occaſion for the Uſe of 
others: But I think however, that our Sermons will 


E. as well as our Creeds, that we don't take them 


for the Rule of Faith and Life; both prove it alike, 


but neither prove it at all. But to ſatisfy Mr. P. 
at once that we do, I can aſſure him that we are rea- 


dy to renounce all Articles, Creeds, Catechiſms, that 


ſhall appear to be contrary to the Scriptures, and 


that we value them for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 


we think them to be agreeable thereto. And this is 
| ſufficient to ſhew, that we are not gone off from the 


only ſufficient Principle of our firſt Reformation, and 


that we don't need a new one. I muſt be free to own 


(being conſtrain'd by many Paſſages in this Perform- 
- ance) that I think this is ſaid rather from a Perſwa- 
fion, that we don't take the Scriptures aright, than 
that we don't take them for our Rule: But before we 


ſet about a new Reformation, we expect to have more 
offer'd for our Conviction, and in the mean time we 
ſhall harmonize with the Reformed Churches, tho” 
Mr. P. can't, and ſhall eſteem it our Happineſs that 
we do. Iam fincerely ſorry, that the Churches ſhould 


loſe one of his Senſe and Learning on ſuch an Occa- 


ſion: But if he ſhould not return to us again, God 


can raiſe up others of equal Ahilities to maintain his 


'Truth, and vindicate his Cauſe. | 

I have now-finiſh'd my Obſervations on Mr. 's Re- 
marks on the Aſſemblies Letter, and ſhall, with him, 
willingly leave it to the Reader to conſider whether 
the Cauſe of the Arians, Socinzans, and other An: itrints 
tarians, hath not been more effectually ſerv'd by him, 


than that of the Papiſts hath by the Aſerably ; and 


whether his Performance doth not better deſerve to be 


printed 
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54 ADN CE of the 
printed at Racovia, than ours. at Rome. The Charges 
that are ſum'd up here have been confider'd, and I. 
can't doubt but afl unprejudic'd Perſons will be eaſily 
ſatisfied, that thoſe of an im leite Faith, and a Po- 
iſh Inquifition, &c. are e popular Clamours, de- 
hgn' its likely to be the Shibboleths of the Party, and 
calculated to raiſe Mens Indignation againſt us, by 
means of that juſt Abhorrence that Men have of Po- 
Pery, its Principles and Practices. Mr. P. one would 
tzhink muſt know, that there is nothing in the Accu- 
ations. And tho' he is pleas'd to complement himſelf 
and his own Party, as if none had Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture on their Side befides them; yet I can't ſee, but 
by the help of theſe, we have hitherto been able to ſtand 
our Ground againſt theſe mighty Men, without any Aſ- 
ſiſtance from a Secular Power, and humbly hope we ever 
mall, how little ſoever we may ſeem in Mr. P.'s Eyes, 
or thoſe of any of the Writers on the Arian Side, with 
whom it ſeems to be a common Talent to treat all thoſe 
with Haughtineſs and Diſdain, that can't think and 
write as they do. If Mr. P. be threaten'd with a Secu- 
lar Power, I am very ſure *tis not by the Aſſembly. 
We can't think ſo meanly of our Cauſe, as to believe 
there is any Occafion for it. Had we been fond of 
being back d by a Secular Power, we have it already 
ſufficiently on our Side to have oblig'd ſome to have 
ſpoken a little more decently of the Doctrine of the 
*rinity, than they have done. of late. The un- 
puniſh'd Inſolence of many that I could name, will be 
Soonttation on our Side, that the Outcry of Perſe- 
cution, and what we would farther do, if we had-it in 
our Power, is a furious Noiſe and nothing more. We 
have it already in our Power, by the Law againſt Blaſ- 
'pbemy, to teach ſome to ſpeak in other and more modeſt 
nguage than they do; and till we bring that Law 
to bear upon ſome, I queſtion whether we are not 
much more remote from Perſecution, than ſome would 
be if they had ſuch an Advantage in their Hands 
againſt us, as we have againſt them. But let this be 
as it will, Mr. P. 1 believe, muſt know, that the 
Charge of Perſecution againſt us can't be maintain'd : 
But this, like other Things, is popular, and will ſerve 
2 Turn; and therefore how unjuſt ſoever it may he, 
| | _ Jer, 
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yet, to furniſh the Party with ſomething odious againſt | 


us, it ſhall paſs. There is as little Reaſon for this, as 
there is for that other very modeſt Accuſation, that 


Ignorance is with the Aſſembly the Mother of Devo- 


tion. What will not ſome Men ſay, when heated 


and in a Paſſion? I thought all would allow; that 


ſome Books are ſo very bad, that it is not ſafe for all 
to read them; nor, can I think, that Mr. P. would 
adviſe all his People to read all the Books that have 


been writ in favour of Atheiſm and Deiſm. Not that 


there is any thing in them that can't be anſwer'd and 
confuted, but many Things unhappily calculated to 


do Miſchief, Mr. P. can't complain, I ſuppoſe, that 


any of his own Books have been neglected, and J 
may even venture to aſſure him that they won't; we 
have, and ſhall have all the Light that theſe afford: 
And what would he expect more, when 'tis likely he 
would think it an Injury, and perhaps very juſtly, if 
he ſhould not be thought as wiſe and learned as any 
of the Party? ww : 


I have done with Mr. P.'s Advice to the Reader, 
and come to conſider what he ſays of the Poſiſcript, that 


concludes our Account. And here, as if he had for- 


ot at once all his Remarks, and what he had ſaid 


1uſt before in the ſame Page, he falls into a ſtrange 
Fit of Charity towards the Aſſembly, and can't tell how 


to luppole, that the Aſſembly could be guilty of 


* ſuch groſs Prevarication as appears in this Poſtſcript, 


„but that the Editor hath here added ſomething of 
his own.“ Now I confels, I thought that hardly 
any thing was too black to be ſuppos 


d of the Aflem- 
| bly, at leaft, that Prevarication was not, when they 


had been charg'd before with Hypocrify, Tyranny, 


with Injuſtice, Violence, groſs Falſhoods, &c, yea, tis 


certain, that Mr. P. can ſuppoſe this very thirlg of the 
u 


Aſſembly, which he ſays, he can't tell how to ſuppoſe: 
For why elſe ſhould he ſay, p. 36, where he is till 
ſpeaking of this Poſtſcript, that they have finiſh'd 


their exquifite Performance, in a Manner that will not 


much recommend it to Perfons of Integrity? If the 
Aſſembly can't be guilty of adding ſuch a Poſtſcript, 
why ſhould. the Blame of it be laid upon them and 
not upoti the Editor ? The Los ſeems to be, for - pa 
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66 A Dexrtncr of te 
' Reaſons Mr. P. can think fit to charge the Aſſembly 
with the Poſtſcript, and for ſome not. It looks by all his 
Performance, that he could have laid it to the Affem- 
bly without any Difficulty; and by the Concluſion of 
his Performance, that he is willing they fhould take 
the Blame of it: But then, he ſhould not have had 
ſuch a fair Opportunity to ſingle out the Editor, and 
expoſe: him at parting.. "Tis very obvious that the 
Editor had made himſelf fo obnoxious by his zealous 
Appearance for the Poctrine of the Trinity, that 
Mr. P. feems reſolv'd to have a particular Hing at him. 
But that which I wonder at is, (when Mr. P. knows 
the Editor ſo well, and how much it is his Practice to 
ſpeak plainly and freely, without Fear or Flattery, and 
knows tis likely too that if he hath offended him, or 
made others his Enemies, 'tis by his plain ſpeaking 
and plain dealing) that he ſhould of all things charge 
him with Prevarication, a Crime which (rough the 
great Goodneſs of God) he hath no worldly Reaſons 
to tempt him to, and which his known Conduct might 
have led any charitable Perſon to call the Fault in the 
Poſt ſcript, if any, by any other Name, rather than this. 
But to enger the Charge it felf. And here 'tis 
certain that there, was no manner of reaſon to prevart- 
care in this Matter, becauſe 'tis ſtrictly true that there 
are feveral Candidates that do concur with the Aſſem- 
bly in their declar'd Sentiments concerning the Trint- 
ty. One whofe Ordination was appointed at the Aſ- 
ſembly, another, who told me he intended to be or- 
daind 
certain Information before the Poſtſcript was made, 
that they agree with us. So that, if any ſuch Mo- 
tion had been made by the Editor (who is the wor- 
thy Member Mr. P. ſpeaks of how ironically every 
Body is ſenſible) and not comply'd with by the Can- 
didates, the Poſtſcript might ave been expreſs'd 
otherwiſe, and anſwer'd the End as well for which it 
was intended when the Thing was true. But the Mo- 
tion itſelf, which is the thing Mr. P. chiefly infiſts on, 
1 moſt ſolemnly declare I remember'd nothing of when 
the Poſtſcript was made, which was but the next Morn- 
ing; nor did thoſe Miniſters, to whom the Poſtſcript 
was ſhewn, tell me any thing of ſuch a Motion of 
Os mine 


in a very little time, and ſome of whom I had 
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mine, which I believe they would have been ſo friend- 


ly as to-do, had ey known any thing of it. Nor can 
I, upon the ſtricteſt Recollection of all that J ſaid or 
did at the Aſſembly, remember now that I made ſuch 
a Motion, or that it was made by any other Perſon. 
When I was interrogated about it before I had 


ſeen Mr. P.'s Remarks, or knew that an thing would 
be made of it, I deny'd it without Heſitation, firmly 


believing that I had offer'd no ſuch thing. And as 


for the reaſon that is given why their Names are not 


inſerted, tis the very reaſon that one gave (who hath 


ſubſcrib'd with Mr. F.) at the Sptember Aſſembly, 


when I own I did motion that the Candidates ſhould 
make a Declaration of their Faith. I was then told, 
that ſeeing the Candidates had no Votes, *twas unrea- 
ſonable to expect ſuch a Declaration. I was fatisfy'd 
with what was ſaid, and dropt my Motion at that time, 
and went to the May Aſſembly with a full Reſolution, 


that the Candidates, who never had, ſhould have no 


Concern, upon this Occaſion, in our Tranſactions, if I 
could help it. Further, Since I ſaw Mr. P.'s Remarks, 
I have ask'd the Moderator, whoſe particular Bufineſs 
it is to obſerve what is offer'd, whether any ſuch Pro- 


poſal was made by me, and am told by him, that he 
is as certain as he can be of a Negative, that no ſach 


Motion was made by me; and the ſame I am told 


by other Brethren.” And further, I have not the 
leaſt Notion that any ſuch thing was offer'd to the 


Candidates by any other Member. So that if the Per- 
ſon, or Perſons, ſhould not be miſtaken that gave 
Mr. P. his Information, (which yet *tis poſſible - "3h 
may as well as I and many others) the moſt that can 
be made of it to my Prejudice (if I may be believ'd 
when I ſay that I remember nothing of what is ſaid to 
be offer d to the Candidates, and their Refuſal) is, 


that through 4 ſtrange Forgetfulneſs, and without 
a Poſſibility of ſerving any valuable Defign, but what 


might have been ſerv'd as well without it, I have not 
been fo confiſtent with myſelf as an Author ſhould be. 
The World I hope will excuſe me for this, and Mr, P. 


1 hope will the more eafily pardon me, becauſe he 
makes a Shew of excufing the Aſſembly from this 
Poſtſcript, and yet in effect chargeth it upon them in 
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the next Page. Tis poſſible that this might ſpring 
from Forgetfulneſs ; I do moſt ſolemnly aſſure Mt N. 
and the World that mine did, if his Information be 
right; and therefore ſhall hope that my Character is 


ſuch with Perſons of Integrity, that ſuch an involun- 


tary Miſtake, if any, will not be able to leſſen it: But 
however, moſt of the Subſcribers muſt be clear, if I 
_—_ on wig 5 


id ſomewhat at a Lol how to underſtand Mr. P's 


Conclufion, but fancy he defigns it as Advice to the 
Aſſembly, and as a ſort of a Complement on himſelf 


and Brethren, as if they were as much in the right as 
the Apoſtles themſelves. Could we be convinc'd by 

any thing that they ſhould be pleas'd to ſay that it 

was really ſo, we ſhould not only let them alone to pro- 


pagate their Notions as much as poſſible, but join with 
them: But whether we have any Satisfaction as to this 
or no, we ſhall yet do them no manner of Violence; 


only we can't, under our preſent Apprehenſions, ceaſe to 


teach and preach Feſus Chriſt in the Manner that we have, 


Shame for bis Name, Acts 5. 41, 3 


and ſhall rejoice whenever ue are counted qrorthy to fu er 
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Who would not Subſcribe 


according to the VO E of the 


ASSEMBLY. 


yl Apprehend that one principal Deſign of 
> 14 this Paper is to ſatisfy the World that the 
1 Subſcribers are no Arians, and ſuch as de- 
ii the Divmty of our Bleſſed Saviour: I 


the Aſſembly have done, as to think it reaſonable to 
purge themſelves of a Charge that lay againſt them and 
us. They were, no doubt, at liberty to do this in the 
Manner they thought beſt: But ſeeing (to uſe Mr. 
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PHPeirces Phraſe) they are become Authors, and made 
{ every one a Judge of what they have done; I hope 1 
may, without Offence, take the ſame Freedom to pub- 


liſh my Animad ver ſions on their Paper, that Mr. P. 
hath tO publiſh his Remarks on the Aﬀembly's Proceeds 
Ay | "ESR | AS e 
E Theſe Miniſters then declare, that whereas it hath been 

reported that ſome Proteſtant D:ſſentins Minifters are Artans, 
ec. theſe Reports as to them are falſe and ſlanderous, &c. 
| Now that there is a Senſe in which they are not Aras, 
1 muſt believe is true, becuuſe they ſo n declare 
it. And particularly, I can't think that any of theſe 
Subſcribers do hold all thoſe monſtrous, abſurd, and blaſ- 
| phemous Opinions that Arius and ſome of his Follow- 
ers did at firſt. Thoſe that receive the whole of Aria- 
niſin, or Arianiſm as it was vented in the Beginning, 
don't only deny that the Son of God is Con/ubſtantial and 
Coeternal with the Father, but alſo ſay, That tho' he be 
perfectly like the Father, yet he is of a diſtinct infe- 
' rior Nature; That tho' he be in fome Senſe a Parta- 
ker of the Father's Divinity, yet he fis not ſtrictly and 
eſſentially God. Yea, ſome have gone fo far as to ſay, 
that tho' Chriſt be not a Creature like other Creatures, 
made mediately by the aoyey ; yet notwithſtanding he 
is a Creature of the Father's, and far inferior to him in 
Knowledge, Wiſdom, Power, and other Pe:feftions, Nay, 
ſome have gone further till, and maintain'd that the 
Son is not like the Father, but in Nature and Subſtance 
like other Creatures. That he was made out of no- 
thing as other Creatures were, and created in time juſt 
as Other Creatures, and that there was a time when he 
was not. They ſay alſo that he is mutable like ather 
Creatures, and that it is owing to the Decree of God 
that he is not ſubject to change. They ſay, that like 
other Creatures, he hath a finite e Aa and that 
he neither perfectly knows Himſelf, or the Father, and 
that he is entirely dependant on the Father for all that 
he hath and is. And laſtly, ſome have gone ſo far as 

. to ſay that he was made purely for the ſake of other 

| ou and but a little before the World. Theſe we 


are told are the Lengths that Arius himſelf and ſome of 
his Followers went at firſt ; but that when they ound 
that this would not go down with ſerious in 
5 . 5 that, 


C 


TTT 
that moſt of them in Words retracted ſeverat of theſe 
Opinions, and ſtuck chiefly to this, that the Son was 
not Conjubjrantial and Coeternal with the Father, but 
inferiour to him in Nature, Attributes and Perfedtions. 


Of this ſort were moſt of the Arians, except thoſe 


that were called Anomæans; and this is that which 
Arius hiniſelf did with moſt Certainty flick to. Tis 


plain I think from this, that Arianiſm is an Equi- 
vocal Word, and does not always fignify the ſame 


thing. And therefore, the Subſcribers of this Paper, if 
they would have ſatisfy'd the World, that they are 


Arians in no Senſe, which yet I obſerve they don't 
ſay, they ſhould I think have declar'd, not only, that 
they don't deny the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour; 
for this Arius himſelf did not in Words; but alſo that 
they don't deny him to have ſuch a Divinity as the 


Father hath ; That they don't deny him to be Con- 


ſubſtantial and Coeternal with the Father, and that they 
don't look pon him to be inferiour to the Father in 
Nature, Attributes, and Perfections. In a very proper, 


tho' not in the largeſt and very worſt, Senſe, theſe I 
think are Arians, that deny our Saviour to be Efſen- 
. rially God, or God by Nature, and thus Conſubſtantial 


and Coeternal with the Father. And that, tho" they 


won't ſay, that our Saviour is #& x ,t, or things 
that are not, they may notwithſtanding be Arians, if 


they ſay, that be is inferiour to the Father in Nature, At- 


tributes, and Perfections. | £4 
Had the Sub/cribers of this Paper offer'd any thing, 
whereby we might be induc'd to believe, that they 


look upon the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be the 


one God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and 
_ Glory, *twould have given Satisfaction, that they un- 
derſtand the Scriptures they quote otherwiſe than the 
Arians do : But inſtead of this, they tell us, © They 
bold faſt the Form of ſound Words, and believe all that 
© the Scriptures ſay concerning the Father, the Son, 


e and the Holy Ghoſt, and particularly that ſuch and 


* ſuch Scriptures do belong to our Saviour.” And 
did they ever know that Arian that would not ſay 


the very ſame thing? So that after all, we have on- 
ly their Word for it, that they are not Arians; and 


this would have been ſufficient, if the Word was not 
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of various Significations; but in this Paper, for ought 
we know, it may fignify no more than this, that they 
don't hold all the foremention'd Errors of Arius and 
his Followers; That they are not ſuch Arians as were 
the Anomeans and Excucontii among the Antients. And 
it this be their Meaning, that they are no Arians in 
this large Senſe, I am apt to think, that they were 
never ſuſpected to be ſuch : But if they had a Mind 
that the World ſhould be ſatisfy'd, I think, with Sub- 
miſſion, their better Way had been to offer ſomething 
to ſhew their Diſlike of Arianiſm, that no Arian would 
| have declar'd. And particularly, if they had ſaid, as 
the London Nonſubſcribers do; * That tho? for ſome 
Reaſons they refus'd to ſubſcribe the firſt Article of 
the Church of England, yet they could ſubſcribe it with 
a ſafe Conſcience ; or if they had ſaid, as a Committee 
of the Nonſubſcribing Minifters do, + That tho!“ 
they would only ſubſcribe the Words of Scripture, 
vet in their Sentiments concerning the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, there was a profeſſed Agreement with thoſe 
that ſubſcrib'd the firſt Article, and the Anſwers in 


Arigniſm, they would not have thought it ſufficient 

5 Te ES Coe to 
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to declare that they are no Papifts, and quoted thoſe 
Texts, that we think are level'd againſt Papiſts; but 


have ſatisfy'd the World, by ſome Explication or o- 


ther of thoſe Texts, that they don't underſtand them 
as the Papiſts do. If they had done the ſame in our 


preſent Circumſtances, they might have quicted the 


Minds of their People and others, retriev'd the Re- 

futation of Diſſenters, done much to heal thoſe unhap- 

py Breaches that are amongſt us, and to reſtore that 
le 


ſſed Harmony that hath been the Glory of Diſſenrers 


in theſe Parts for ſo many Years. And can any think, 


that theſe valuable Ends would not have been pur- 
ſu'd by the Subſcribers of this Paper, if they might 


with Honour and a good Conſcience? eſpecially when the 


Aſſembly had no Concern therein; when. they might 


have done it with the ſame Freedom, as when in 


| Preaching they deliver their own Senſe of any Text 


in Scripture, and without ſo much as ſeeming to own 
the Authority, which they ſuggeſt we aſſume, tho? we 
do not. Won't every Body imagine, when they were 

thus free, and might have ſerv'd ſuch important Ends, 


that the Reaſon why they did not, was, becauſe they 


could not? 


If the chief Reaſon why they don't ſubſcribe afreſh 


unto humane Forms is, becauſe © they are very tender 
) y * 


« of doing that which may ſeem to derogate from the 
« Sufficiency of Scripture, and the Regard they owe to 


„ Chriſt as Head of the Church: They don't think, 


I ſuppoſe, that 'tis any Derogation to the Sufficiency of 
Scripture, to teach their People in their Sermons, how 
they are to underſtand the Scriptures ; nor any Diſre- 
gard to the Authority of Chriſt, to tell them how they 
are to underſtand his Mind and Will. If they had 
done this, which they might have done without own- 
ing any humane Authority in Matters of Couſcience, it 
would have given as much Satisfaction to moſt, as if 
they had ſubſcrib'd the Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, or the Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm : 
But farther; if it was a Derogation from the Suficienc 
ol Scripture, or a Diſregard to the Authority of Chef 
to ſubſcribe humane Forms, they ſhould at firſt have 
| refus'd to ſubſcribe them at all, as they do to ſubſcribe 
them afreſh. I believe their Notions of the Sufficien- 
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cy of Scripture, and the Authority of Chriſt, were 
the ſame then that they are now: But it may juſtly be 
made a Queſtion, whether their Notions of Chriſt's Di- 
vinity, and that of the Holy Gboſt, and their being one 
God with the Father, are the ſame now as when they 
ſubſcrib'd. What hurt had there been elſe to tell the 
World, as many of the London Nonſubſcribers do, in 
whoſe Reaſons againſt ſubſcribing they acquieſce, that 
they have not chang'd their former Senriments, but 
could ſubſcribe them with as ſafe a Conſcience now, 
as they did then? But as they ſay nothing like this, 
ſo neither do they ſay any thing at all what they be- 
lieve concerning the Holy Ghoſt, How this came to be 
omitted, when the Controverſy alſo is about his Divi- 
nity, they can beſt tell; at leaſt, I believe Mr. P. can, 
who, I preſume, was chief Director in this Affair. Il am 
not againſt their paying a due Deference to his Judg- 
ment; but a blind News to any Man's ſuperior 
Senſe, in a Caſe of ſuch importance, is too much for 
Miniſters, for Men of Senſe and Learning, and ſuch as 
ſeem to value themſelves upon a Freedom of Thought. 
And if they have contented themſelves to ſay nothing 
particularly, even in Scripture Words, without Expli- 
cation of the Holy Ghoſt, out of Complaiſance to him, 
I think. they have carried the Complement a great deal 
too far, and expos'd themſelves, to oblige him. 
 Thefe Subſcribers ſay, they are fully ſatisfy'd in 
the Reaſons given againſt making ſuch Subſcrip- 
* tions by their Brethren of London, in their Authen- 
e tick Account, &c. I ſuppoſe they mean in ſome 
of their Reaſons, becauſe * of them are peculiar 
to themſelves; and as to thoſe that are not thus pecu- 
liar, I don't ſee how they ſhould much influence them, 
unleſs they can ſpeak as the London Non ſubſcribers do, 
And can the Miniſters that ſubſcribe this Paper ſay, 
as theſe Brethren at London do, * That they never 
taught any thing like Arianiſin, and that they have 
* taken all proper Occafions to offer their Reaſons 
é againſt it, and that not only from the Pulpit, but 
“ ſome of them from the Preſs, and that they have 
Wo * „„ TcienUy 
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« ſufficiently guarded againſt all Suſpicion of Ariany/m 
Lin their publick Miniſtrations?“ Can chey farther. ' 
ſay, as theſe Nonſubſcribers do, * that as ſubſcribing, 
the firſt Article is made a neceſſary Condition ot 
* exerciſing their publick Miniſtry, fo they ſhould be 
* highly blameable to neglect that Work, by refuſing 
to comply with what is requir'd of them, when 
they can do it with a ſafe Conſcience.” Can moſt 
of theſe Su5/cribers venture to intimate, as theſe Nonſub- 
 feribers do, that they have the ſame Faith and Opinion 
concerning tlie Trinity, that the Subjcribers have? I am 
aue da n that moſt, if not all the Miniſters that 
ſubſcribe this Paper, will no more venture to ſay this, 
than they will to ſay, that the Doctrines of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, Purgatory, &c, are Scripture Doctrines. 
There muſt ſeveral of them know, that they can be 
eaſily confuted ſhould they ſay ſuch Things. And 
therefore, ſeeing they ſay, they are ſatisfied in the 
Reaſons, Ec. it muſt be in thels, that ſeem to charge 
the Subſcribers with being 112þo/ers, and paying a new 
and unwarrantable Regard to the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, 
Sc. And if theſe be the Reaſons they are ſo ſatisfied 
in, it ſhews, that in ſome things they can be very ea- 


ſily ſatisfied. TOE - 5 
. There is no one, I dare ſay, that reads this Paſſage, 
but would conclude, that they can ſay all that the 
London Nonſubſcribers do: But if ſome few can, I am 
pretty ſure, that the leading Men amongſt them can't; 
and leaſt of all can Mr. P. ſay this, till he hath unſaid 
a great many things in his Remarks on our Proceedings. 
I can't tell, by whom it is charg'd upon them, that 
they baptize only in the Name of the Father: But if 
they have the ſame Notions of the Baptiſmal Form that 
Mr. P. ſeems to have, they don't underſtand it as 
others do; but think that this Form may be us d by 
thoſe that look upon the Son to be inferior in Nature, 
Attributes and Pet fections to the Father, as do the A ian; 
and that look upon the Holy Gboſt to be inferior to 
both, as do the Arians and Macedonians, Their bap- 
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tixing therefore in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Gheſt will only prove, that they don't 

reject the Scriptural Form of Baptifm ; but it won't 
follow from this, that they don't reject what is figni- 

fy'd by this Ferm. Who they are, that have ſpread 
groundleſs and malicious Stories about theſe Miniſters 
I can't ſay, Thoſe that have are anſwerable for it. 


Truth and Peace, we ſhould rejoice exceedingly in this. 
The Lord of his infinite Mercy grant, that both Truth 
and Peace may prevail in our Days. PURE, 


Ff the Aſſembly are at all concern'd in Mr. P.'s Poſt- 
ſeript, it muſt be in the two laſt Paragraphs, in which 
there is nothing relating to us, but what bath been already 
conſider d. What concerns bis Birth and Education, his 
"Tutors and Studies, and the Reſpeft that be bad Abroad 
and at Home from learned Men, "tis nothing to us, 1 
don't at all queſtion the Truth of it. And if ſome may 
think that there may be a little too much Vanity in the 
Repreſentation ; yet this I can eaſily excuſe. I wiſh be 
may always employ bis Advantages and Abilities for the 
Honour of bis great Maſter, and.] hope I ſhan't be one oj 
thoſe that ena him, tho his Charatter ſhould ſhine with 
ne ver ſo much Brightneſs, I aſſure him, I ner believ's 
any thing of the ſenſeleſs Story of bis being a Jeſuit, Sc. 
Nor do I know fo much as one of my Brethren that ever 


did believe it. 
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* 7 Reverend Mr. George Jacomb hath thought: 


fit to take Occaſion, from a ſhort Paſſage in the 


true Account of what was tranſacted in the Al- 
ſembly at Exon, to write a large Pamphlet in Vindica- 


tion of himſelf, in Oppoſition to the Reſolution of the 
Aſſembly. I have endeavoured in my Anſwer to 
Mr. P.'s Remarks, to ſhew the Equity, Reaſonableneſs, 


and preſent Neceffity of that Reſolution, and have there- 


in, 1 hope, ſufficiently obviated moiſt of the Reaſon- 


_ ings of Mr. J. in this Pamphlet. The moſt, I think, 


of what he offers himſelf, and from others, amounts 


| to this, that the Words of the Holy Ghoſt are the fitteſt 


and beſt to expreſs our Faith in And that therefore 


no others ought to be us'd, how much ſoever theſe 
are wreſted and abus'd, and though contrary Senſes 


are put upon them, and that no Interpretation of thele 


Words may be inſiſted on. Now 1 take it to be al- 
low'd on all Sides, that the Words of the H. Gboſt, 


when taken according to their proper and native 8ig- 


nification and Meaning, are the fitteſt and beſt. And 
farther, theſe Words are ſo full and plain in aſſerting 


that great Doctrine concerning the Trinity, that I won- 


der the Truth of it ſhould be call'd in Queſtion b 
any that own the Authority of Scripture, and profeſs 


to take it for the Rule of their Faith: But many have 


taken ſuch a Liberty of late to interpret the Scriptures 
contrary to their moſt obvious Senſe and Meaning; 
and theſe Interpretations have met with ſo much Ap- 


plauſe, that the Interpretations of Dr. Clark with ſome, 
and of Mr. V hiſton, and Mr. Emlyn with others, have 


paſs'd as the only ſolid and rational Interpretations of 
Scripture, whilit thoſe have been rejected with Sronu 


and Diſdain, that the Church hath been in Vasen 
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of from its firſt Ages. This hath occaſion'd a great 
deal of unhappy Difference both in the Church and 
among Diſſenters. And tho' Mr. J. would infinuzte 
throughout his Performance, that the by ton be- 
tween him and the Aſſembly is like that between us 
and the Papiſts, whether the Scripture be the Rule, 
and the only Rule of Faith and Manners ; yet tis 
certain, that this is not the Queſtion, but is whit is 
allow'd of all ſides; and to ſuggeſt the contrary, and 
that our Aſſembly don't own the Scriptures as the Rule 
of their Faith, is, to ſay the ſofteſt thing of it, a 
moſt unfriendly Abuſe. There's not one of the Sub- 
ſeribers but will own this. And if this had been the 


ueſtion, there would have been no Difficulty on our 


Side. The grand Queſtion is about the Senſe and 
Meaning of this Rule, Dr. Clark and the Writers on 
the Arian Side ſay, it muſt be interpreted ſo, as that 
our Bleſſed Saviour and the Holy Ghoſt ought to be look d 
upon as no other than Inferiour Subordinate Beings. 
The Church of England and Diſſenters, with the reſt of 
the Reformed Churches, ſay, that they are the ſame in 
Subſtance with the Father, equal in Power and 
Glory. The Arian ſays, this can't be; the other, it 
can't be otherwiſe, without wreſting the plaineſt 
Words. The Arian ſays, this is contrary to Reaſon 
and Common Senſe ; the others ſay, it is contrary to nei- 
ther, and that the Words of Scripture can import no 
| eſs. On both Sides they ſeem zealous for Scripture ; 
but *tis certain, that both can't be in the right. When 
therefore there is a profeſs'd Agreement in the Words 


of Scripture, but ſo vaſtly wide a Difference in the In- 


terpretation, the Queſtion is, whole Interpretation is moſt 
_ agreeable to Scripture, and how we ought to govern 
our Miniſterial Conduſt in Ordinations, and other Minifte- 
rial As. Should all be ordain'd, that allow the 
Words of Scripture, which is the thing Mr. Jacomb 
contends for, *twill neceſſarily follow, that ſome muſt 
be admirted to preach the Goſpel, that wreft and 
Pervert the Scriptures. And therefore, as every one 
in this Caſe muſt judge for himſelf, ſo to know, whe- 
ther we can proceed regularly, it concerns us to en- 
| quire, what Interpretations theſe put upon . | 
2 | | | | that 
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chat offer themſelves to Ordination; and if they put 
ſuch as, according to them, overturns the Scripture, 
they can't proceed with Satisfaction, and indeed, may 


not proceed at all, leſt they encourage thoſe that they 


think will ruine the Souls of Men. ; 
Mir. J. thinks it unreaſonable, that there ſhould 


be any ſuch Enquiry made; and that we ought to 


truſt ro Perſons Honeſty, that they'll preach the Goſpel, 
which they profeſs to believe, as they ought. On 
the contrary, we think, when ſo many do wreſ# the 
Scriptures to the probable, or rather certain Deſtru#ion 


of themſelves and others, we can't proceed with too 


much Caution in ſuch a weighty Affair. To anſwer 


for our Conduct, we think, we ought to try, according 


to the beſt of our Judgment, whether thoſe that ſay 


they are Apoſtles are ſuch or no, leſt thoſe ſhould 


creep in unawares, who deny the only Lord God and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ; or as it may, and perhaps more 
agreeably be render'd, who deny Jeſus Chriſt our only 
Maſter, God, and Lord, Jude 4. And if Men's No- 


tions, as to Religion, may not in any Caſe be the 


Subject of Enquiry, what doth Mr. J. mean, p. 29. 


when he ſays, © That by propoſing himſelf to be 


& ordain'd, he had ſubmitted himſelf of Courſe to 
« the uſual Methods which they obſerv'd; for trying 


« the Qualifications of Candidates [of Perſons to be 


„ ordain'd, I ſuppoſe, it ſhould have been] and that 
$ he did not propoſe to ſcreen himſelf from a ſecond 
& Examination?“ Does he think, we have no Re- 
card to a Perſon's Faith in theſe Examinations? That 
we only enquire whether they under{tand the Langua- 


ges and Philoſophy, If this was all we examin'd into, 
this would give him juſt Occaſion to upbraid us with 
our candid and favourable Tryals, which tho' he 
mayn't be afraid to ſubmit to, when he knows himſelf 
and his Examiners ſo well; yet I very much queſtion 
(and I aſſure him upon pretty good Grounds) whe- 
ther he hath not ſome Noſftrums in Divinity, which he 


would willingly keep from his Candid Eraminers: And 


I can't help thinking, that whatever Concern is pre- 
tended for Scripture Expreſſions ; yet the great Rea- 
ſon of refuſing any Explications of Scripture was, be- 
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tauſe he could not explain them 10 Satisfaction, or in 
other Words, that he: could not explain them other- 
wiſe, than either Dr. Cark, Mr.  bi/ton; or others of 
the ſame Stamp and Kidney ha ve done, which Explica- 
tions he knows we think are forc'd, and would not be 
accepted. And would it be at all uncharitable, at 
leaſt now, to think ſo (if I had no other Grounds) 
when there appears ſuch a Tenderaeſs for the Errors of 
Arrius in this Performance? p. 22. Would Mr. F. diſ- 
cover ſuch a Tenderneſs about Tranſubſtantiat ion, Purgato- 
ty, &c? I can't think he would heretofore have ſcru- 
pled at all to renounce theſe, and why not then thoſe 
Errors of Aris as well, that have occafion'd thoſe Diſc 
putes that have been amongſt us? ons 
If Mr. J. can't renounce any Opinions, how groſs, 
_ abſurd, and dangerous ſoever, beeauſe called Error and 
Hereſy by others ; yet why could he not renounce Aria- 
iſm, if he thought it ſo himſelf? And when he knows 
fo well what the particular Errors of Arius are that we 
expect a Renunciation of, why doth he quibble ſo egre- 
giouſly and ſay, © I renounce all Errors, Hcinian, Arian, 
Atbana ſian, yours and my own ; and tell us, that in 
the Anſwer to Mr. P.'s Caſe there are ſome Truths 
put among what are called the Arian Principles ? £1 
To me it ſeems plain from what he ſays, b. 12. that 
he doth not think that Arians.are miſtaken at all, or at 
leaſt dangerouſly miſtaken. If this be not his Notion, 
I confeſs I don't underſtand the 1 that are put 
there. Theſe Queſtions, and his Refuſal to renounce 
the Opinions of Hriut that we think are plainly con- 
demn'd þy the Scriptures, put it out of all Controver- 
ſy. with me, that we did not ſuſpe& Mr. F. without 
reaſgn. Nor doth it at all leſſen the Suſpicion, that 
he 4 he can ſubſcribe that controverted Paſſage, 
1 John F. J. as he ſays, p. 25. For if we conſult the 
Letter to a Diſſnter, p. 18. the Author of which is, 
without all Diſpute, an Arian or Scinian ; he ſays juſt 
the very ſame that Mr. J. doth, and would no more 
ſcruple to ſubſcribe this Paſſage than he. This ſhews 
| how bold ſome can make with the Words of the H. 
_ Ghoſt, and what forc'd Interpretations ſome put upon 
them. Why might not Mr. 5. be one of = 


onen 81 
ber ? And if he was not, why would he not put us out 
of doubt, and ſo make our Way clear to his Ordina- 
tion? eee e ; | ba, 
There is no doubt to be made but Mr. J. fixeth ſome - 
Idea to the Words of the H. Ghoſt, Either he under- 
ſtands them in the Senſe that Dr; Clark, doth, or in the 
Senſe that the Church of England doth; or elſe; he fix- 
eth ſome peculiar Senſe of his own upon them; and 
why ſhould he make ſuch a Difficulty of letting it be 
known ? I think his Ordainers have as good a Right 
to be ſatisfy'd as any People he can ſettle among. And 
therefore ſeeing he Ey, P. 17. that he will Erker the 
Scriptures to them, it not only ſhEws that he allows 
them capable of Explication, but argues him to bè ve- 
ty unreaſonable, that he ſhould refit to explain them 
to thoſe Miniſters that muſt judge of his Fitneſs, and Abi- 
 Tities to be a Preacher, when he ſays he ſhall do this to 
the People to whom he miniſters, and make them the 
Judges of his Explications for thenifelves; 5, 17. In- 
deed I ſee one confiderable Reaſori of this Difference; 


and that is, that People are likely to be more eafily 


impos'd upon than Miniſters can. But after all, if 
there be ſo much reaſon for refuſing to acquieſce in the 
| Explications of others, or to ma, any of his own, 
and this be done out of Reverence to Scripture 5 I would 
ask, whether the Scriptures did not always deſerve as 
much Reverence as. they do now ? And whether he 
thinks that the Reaſons he offers are of perpetual Ob- 
| ligation ? If ſo, how is it that he did once ſubſcribe 
the Articles to ſatisfy the Government, and won't ſo much 
as tell us, who were defif d to be his Ordainers, whether 
one of them be true and according to Scripture ? I 
think this gives too much occaſion to preſume that 
Mr. 5.'s en was owing to a Change of Notions; 
that he hath other Thoughts of the Article now than 
when he did ſubſcribe it: And that he would no more 
do it now to ſatisfy the Government than to ſatisfy us. 
What Mr. J. offers from A. B. Tillotſon, A. B. Te"iſon, 
and Mr: Baxter, hath plainly another Defign than he 
brings it for. There was not one of them that refus'd 
tb ſublcribe the Articles, * Chillingworth indeed _ g 


Fosse 


to the World a free Conference upon t 
Memory, and in what Terms he hath thought fit. He 
might as well have told the Names of the Objectors, as 
pu liſh'd their Objections without their Knowledge; and 
if he had, Perſons would have been able to remember 


— 
* * 


— 


and no wonder, when as Mr. Peirce ſa ys, * and every 
body knows, he was always lookt upon as a Scinian. As 


to the others, If Mr. J. had but ſaid half ſo much to 
ſatisfy the Aſſembly as theſe have to ſatisfy the World 
that they believ'd the Doctrine of the Trinity, it would, 
without any Subſcription, have had its juſt Weight and | 
| Regard with us: But when a Miniſter ſhall be croſs and 
peeviſh, and bent upon his own Humour, and give no 
Satisfaction, we can't alter our Reſolution but upon 
better Conſideration ; and if others can content them- 


ſelves to act in the dark, we can't. 


I have ſaid what I thought neceſſary in Vindication 
of that which the Aſſembly did lay Streſs upon in Mr. 
J.'s Caſe. As to the Objections and Anſwers, that he 
hath laid before the World, I ſhan't think my ſelf any 
further concern'd with them, than to tell Mr. J. that 
he hath. not ated, I think, 1:ke a Gentleman, or a Mi- 


niſter, or indeed with a tolerable ae to publiſh 
Mn the Strength of his 


whether ſuch Things had been ſaid by them or no, or 


in that Manner, and under theſe Diſadvantages that ſome 


of them are repreſented : But if this would not well 
conſiſt with that Freedom of Speech and Vote, that ought 


to be encourag'd in all Aſſemblies, as Mr. J. ſays, P. I. 
how admirably does it conſiſt with this Freedom, to 

publiſh what occur'd to Men's Thoughts upon the 

Spot in an unexpected Debate, and to publiſh it, without 
giving them any Opportunity, either to diſown what 

was offer'd if not ſubſtantial, or to deliver it to the 
World in their own Words, that it might be fitted 
for publick View? If an Aſſembly may be ſerv'd after 
this Rate, there muſt nothing be offer'd in any free De- 
hates, but what is calculated for the Preſs ; and by this 
Means, there are few that would care to ſpeak at all, der 5 
c | . | % nad 


— 


Vindicia fratrum Diſſent. p. 154, 
* 0 2 


— — 
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had not an unaccountable Itch to be Authors at any Rate, 


unleſs they knew before hand what it was they were to 
ſpeak to, as tis certain they did not in Mr. 3.'s Caſe: 


Whether Mr. J. hath done the Members of the A(- 


ſembly Juſtice, in repreſenting Things as they were de- 
liver'd, 1 can't ſay, becaule. ſome of them it ſeems 
were deliver'd privately ; and becauſe I was not pre- 
ſent at all the pu blick Debates : But I can be retty 


of ». 


* 


fure however, that ſome Things have an odd Turn 
given them; and others, I believe, tho' deliver'd off 
Fland, will appear to have a great deal more eight _ 


in them, than Mr. J.'s tudied Anſwers have. But let 


this be as it will; as I am a Member of the Aſſembly, 


I have reaſon to complain, that we ſhould be treated 
as we are, tho' not traduc'd. However, in this, I am 


ſure we are traduc'd, that we laid a mighty Streſs upon 
all the Obje&ions that Mr. J. hath thought fit to lay 


before the World, when 'tis very plain by what we 
hire publifind; wedid por nn nn” 
If Mr. J. would have acted fairly, and with any Re- 
gard to the A ſſembly, or but common Civility, he 


ſhould have ſtuck to what we have printed, and not 
muſter'd up 31 Objections, (ſome of which he owns, 


F. 10, were never heard by the Aſſembly as a Body) 


and given Anſwers to them, when 'tis plain, our Re- 


ſolution as to his Ordination turn'd upon this, that he 
would give us no Explication of Scripture, to ſatisfy 
us that he ee wen i 
plain them to others, as we think they ought to be 
explain'd and underſtood. This he complains of, p. 4. 


them himſelf, and would e- 


as printed with ſome Azgravation : But as it is in the ve- 


5 Words of the Minute; ſo it very unhappily falls out, 
x 


at he attempts to prove throughout his whole Perfor- 
mance what the Aſſembly have ſaid; ſo that now he muſt 


retract his Book, or own that the Aſſembly have done 
him Juſtice. ' And *tis very evident alſo, that no In- 


jury is done to Mr. J. in the publick Repreſentation 


that is given of Mr. Moderator's Anſwer; for whatever 
his private Thoughts of Mr. J.'s Honeſty or Intentions 


might be, what he deliver'd as Moderator is fairly re- 


preſented : And there was no need to add, that we 


mould 


: 183 fince thought fit to. take 
Hande. And 


_—_— mn 
| il 5 6 een 
I ſhould be ready | to 5 755 him 1 e | | 


_ 4 EF 
* 


comply with the Re ſolution of 
it W oh * oy 
ſeeing, *twas-molſt to. his 122 to 

be ordain d by Mer of his own Principles, J don't 
know; why any, envy him the Satisfaction. 
nd perhay it would not be very 2 table to 
- that this is what he had always in View, 
becauſe he came prepar d tb oppoſe the A bly, and 


bad drawn up Anſwers at leaſt in big own Thoughts 


that wouldy as he ſuppos'd, be made 
al” If Mr. Tacomb ſhould hereafter 


Cl any thing relating to himſelf debated in our Aſ- | 


ſembly, as I don't ſuppoſe he will, I hope he'll give 
us leave to publiſh our own Debates i in our own way z 


or give us Aſſurance before hand, that he will not 


print them in his. For if the $4 that he hath 


taken ſhould be drawn into Precedent, there is no one 


cari be ſafe in delivering his Thoughts, unleſs he comes 
ar'd to deliver nothing but what he thinks fit for 


rablick View. Mr. J. muſt know, that we did not 
enter upon our Debates on his Caſe with any Suſpicion 


of ſuch a Treatment, as we have had; and if he can 
think well of himſelf for what he hath done, I may 
preſume, from the Abhorrence that molt have of fuch 


A een, that few elle will. 


—— Om. 
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